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staa} to phone her saying it was very important. I already knew what my 
sisl"l!!!"was going to tell me and I told her "/ know what you are going to tell me. 
I heard you and Bernard. I am so happy. "Also Veronica said Bernard is coming 
for Christmas to his foster parent's in Stephenvil/e. Then he would be coming 
to St. John's on December 27 to meet our family. My father and brother Joe 
couldn't make it but my husband and myself went to St. John's that day. We 
were met by Veronica. 

Also at the airport was my daughter Elizabeth and her boyfriend Craig ... the first 
time I have seen my daughter face to face in almost twenty years/ She was just 
a baby before. Now she was a full grown young lady and beautiful. I was full 
of joy. I didn't know what to say to her, but I love her so much. 

That same day in the evening all of us were waiting for the bus to come from 
Stephenville to St. John's. We knew our brother was on that bus. About 1 :00 
am the taxi came and Bernard walked in. I was the happiest person on earth , to 
see my own brother, my brother whom I saw being taken away a long,!ong 
time ago when he was three years old. It was nineteen years ago that I had last 
seen him. It was a very emotional situation for the three of us ... he 's all grown 
up now, twenty · two years of age. I thank God for this. I feel it's the biggest 
present I ever had for Christmas. 

I also want to thank the band council for helping us to go there. I can;­
understand the social services, why they cou/dn 't help us out. They were the 
people who took away my brother and my daughter, but when I wanted their 
help, they turned their backs on me. They didn't care if I ever saw my own 
family again. But I have met them, and I am just a happy person now. I feel 
very different inside of me. 

[NOTE: Toby and Suzanne wanted to tell this story because they thought it 
would give hope and courage to other lnnu in their search for family members 
that have been separated from them. They are extremely happy to have met 
both Bernard and Elizabeth, and are now eager to search for one more person, 
their son Scott.} 
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. . 

opinions as the most valid. 

In this regard it Is _important to state the obvious. First, the experience of lnnu 

with regard to Social Services has not been the experience of non lnnu with 

regard to Social Services. Second, the persons most affected by any Social 

Services policies, programs and the delivery of those programs in the villages 

of Sheshatshit and Utshimassit are lnnu. 

However, this decision, to ,present the recommendations of lnnu for changes 

to services in their villages, points up a dilemma of which the researcher only 

in retrospect became ~,ware. How can the merits of any recommendations for 

changes to Social Services be evalua_ted without a shared understanding by 
. . 
both contracting parties at the outset of the study as to what context exists 

' presently with regard to services in the two villages? 

The terms of reference for this report spelled out clearly that "an exploration of : . .• ' . 

. . 

philosophical ~ifferences·between the cultures, of past relations between the 

Department and the communitiesH was not appropriate. This report has not 

undertaken any such "exploration• but it is clear such an exploration has never 

been completed and is going to be a necessary prerequisite for any detailed . . 

examinatior(of IDng range p·lans,f or services, delivery. It vv.;i., ' q~~~~~a~ P9\Yeve_r 

lnnu0002_0006 
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In-have learned to depend on and look to this system alone as the means to 

deal with social matters concerning families and children. lnnu operating within 

a dependent relationship to social services have learned ta think that they don't 

know what's best for themselves. Either they have learned to devalue the 

traditional ways of social relationships and relegated 

them to an irretrievable past ar eise they have had no opportunities to know 

how these traditional ways could be organized to still be used to benefit lnnu. 

One informant spoke to the issue of dependency this way:" As we are now, we 

are too friendly to the government, to the outsiders. When we meet with 

government officials, we sit down and discuss an issue with each other. Tha 

government officials seem to listen very carefully. Every important issue is 

written down on their paper. I think the government people are just pretending 

they are listening. After each meeting they leave and laugh all the way to their 

homes. 11 Some lnnu perceive themselves as objects of ridicule. They have 

learned to view themselves this way because often this is how they have been 

treated. 

Within a dependency relationship how can the people in the subordinate 

position, in this case the lnnu, move to the position in which they see 

themselves, and are perceived by those outside their group, as competent, 
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