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Innu Nation
Main Office:
P.O. Box 119 P.O. Box 186
Sheshatshin Natuashish
Labrador, NL Labrador, NL
AOP 1M0 AOP 1A0
Tel: 709-497-8398 Tel: 709-478-3943
Fax: 709-497-8396 Fax: 709-478-8833
January 15, 2007
Via Facsimile 709-729-0121
The Honourable Tom Osborme

Minister of Health and Commumity Services
Government of Newfoundland Labrador

Dear Minister:
Re:  Child, Youth and Family Services in Sheshatshiu and Natuashish

As President of the Innu Nation, T am writing to you on an urgent basis to request a meeting to
discuss what [ consider to be an emetgency situation with respect to the implementation of child,
youth and family services in Sheshatshiu and Natuashish. The problem it two fold. In the first
place, it has to do with what many Innu people and families bave explained to me is the
unwarranted removal of children from families. In the second place, the problem is the
inappropriate placement of removed children as in many cases they are placed with families
outside of Sheshatshiu and Natuashish (and in some cases outside the province) that have no
understanding or appreciation of Innu culture and Innu immediate apd extended family
relationships.

The fundamental objective of child, youth and family services is the protection of children who
are in need of protection. The Innu fully support this objective and as you know believe that
protection services would be most appropriately provided by an Innu agency designated for that
purpose. This has been a matter of discussion between your government, the First Nation
governments of Sheshatshiu and Natuashish, the Innu Nation and the Government of Canada for
many years. Most receptly, this issue has been discussed at the Main Table chaired by Chief
Federal Negotiator Fric Maldoff where the respective parties, including the Government of
Newfoundland Labrador, meet to discuss issues including the devolution of social services.

It is my view that this devolution issue must be addressed with much greater urgency and I
would like 10 meet with you at the earliest possible date to discuss options for accelerating the
devolution.

In the meantime, we need to put in place interim measures that immediately address the two
serious problems, namely what we consider to be the unwarranted removal of children and the
iniappropriate placement of those children. Immediate interim measures are required because
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unwatranted removals and inappropriate placements are not in the best interesis of the Innu
children. In fact, it is my belief that these actions in many istances are harmful to the Innu
children.

What I believe is necessary is to set up interim measures involving full consultation with
designated Innu people and extended family members in every case where a child, youth and
family services official is concerned about a particular child. If the concerns cannot be addressed
in such a way that there is agreement about how the best interests of the child will be served,
then I believe the next step should be providing the required assistance to the family so that the
circumstance can be addressed. In cases where it is agreed that the child should be removed
from the family, agreement should be reached, including the agreement of Innu representatives,
regarding the culturally-appropriate placement of that child.

1 am aware of other situations across Canada where failure to resolve these difficult issues have
led First Nations to pass by-laws which prohibit provincial child, youth and family service
workets from cotming onto reserves.

In my wew, this is not the preferred solution for Natuashish and Sheshatshin. However, an
increasing number of parents and community individuals are coming to me expressing alarm
about the best interests of Innu children who have been removed from their families and in many
cases placed in culturally-inappropriate environments.

Minister, I cannot put too much stress on the urgency with which this matter must be addressed
and I would ask that you be in touch with me at the earliest possible date to arrange a meeting so
that we can discuss how to address these alarming issues.

Ni
Daniel Ashini
Innu Nation President

c: Damien Benuen, Innu Nation Vice-President
Chief Anastasia Qupee
Chief Simon Pokue
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