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Made by the Innu of Labrador

OBJECTIVE

To act as a Special Investigator for the CHRC to examine the
grievances of the Innu of Labrador against the governinents of
"Canada and Newfoundland and to recommend such corrective measures
as may be warranted.

BACKGROUND

In June 1992^ the Innu Nation and the Mushuau Band Council
completed a report entitled "Gathering Voices; Finding Strength
to Help Our Children", The report analyses the social and
cultural malaise which characterises the community of
Utshimasits, and presents a number of recommendations to
ameliorate conditions there. Paramount among these
recommendations is a proposal for self-government.

On June 16, 1992 the Chief Commissioner met with Peter Penashue,
President of the Innu Nation, representatives of the Innu people
and Grand Chief 0. Mercredi. The Innu requested that the
Commission carry out an investigation into their allegations.
The Chief Commissioner agreed to appoint a Special Investigator.

On July 16, 1992 Mr. Yalden received a letter from Mr. Penashue
further outlining the issues the Innu Nation wished the inquiry
to examine (copy attached).

ISSUES TO BE INVESTIGATED

The Innu Nation's main concerns are outlined in Mr. PenashueVs
letter of July 17. The specific issues to be investigated are as
follows; *

1. Federal Recognition of the Innu

The Innu allege that due to circumstances relating to
the nature of Newfoundland's entry into Confederation
they do not receive the same level and quality of
services as other aboriginal peoples in Canada.

The Innu believe the federal government has abrogated
its responsibilities to them by entering into a series
of agreements that gives primary responsibility for the
delivery of the of programs and services to the
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