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To: 

I 
, 

, 

. 

Angela Bull’ 

I 

Fa..: 
’ 

729-0121 , . 
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, 

I " 
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Fro.... Colleen Meaney 

t 

/ . 

J’ 

’I, l.’ 

Pages: Seven (incl ding cover sheet) 
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f’hane; 
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Date:, November 4, 2004 

I 

Re: 

, 
. 

., 

:. 

CC:’ I i 

I 

.. 

" 

Angola, , J 

’ 
, 

Atta ....d Is a letter to Minister 0tIan....1_ from’ Mr. 
WicIui as well as an outline of the 

Issue for disc:\Isslon at their m g. which Is scheduled for MOnday, 
Novemb"r 8"> ’;t 

2:00 p.m. ! 
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: The Honourable John Otlenheimer, M,H.A. t i r f .: , 

Minister of H althand Commul)ity Servi es ~ 
~ I p, 0, Box 8700 ’ 

, \ 
St. John’s,NL A 1 B 4J6 " 
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In anticipation of. our meeting on’ November 8’h, I am forwarding’to you,a 
shoil 

reSum’e of some of the items that need co’nsderati l ,’ Th re are m ny others,’ " . 

t’ however, I: doubt we ’0illeven get thr ugh 011 of these,; This inlorm tion com’es fr6m 

fi: 
I, 

;11 
, 

our almost two year’s ’01 experie’~ce: and as you:ca~ se’e, presents significant; 
.’ " 

.. 

. 

, 

’ 

challenges lor us all. 
, 

. 
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;’ : 
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,!’ I; ;.’ ’.. ,; -:’ ~ , 

’ :;’. . _i " 
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’,’ 
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I om pleased that you have’ provi 
_ 

ded an opportunity for us to’ continue our, 
. 

~x~ellent r~lation~hiPiin diSCUSSions 
ihaiwill hoprf~By lead to better live; fo:r .our 

,; . 

chddren ’and young p,eople,,’ 
. 
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Meeting wit~ Minister John Ottenheimer, November’B, 2004 
. 

. 

t Issues for Disc\Jssion 
’ 

" , 

I 
, 

’I :’ 

, 

, i 

,’I! 
! 

, 
;, 

[ 
. 

’,.1’ ’: 

i 
. 

" :’ I 

.1. Residential Tre!ltment needs of Children and Youth 
I 

, ’ I 
, . I 

I; j, : , 

, 

:’. 
’: ’ ~ ~. 

In 2002, a Provincial Cornminee cqmpleted ,a’review of the resid"[lt al 
. 

treatment needs of,children and youth. The review was required because it was 
, 

apparent that there are 
..’} 

. 

children arid youth with complex needs whkh were not, 

being met within the Province’s continuum of care or through 
avciilable health 

serVices, The Report was submitted to the Dep~rtment of Health, and ,’; 

Coinmunity Services, and it ’is, currently with the Executive 
of the Department. 

At present, information on whether or not 
the D!’lpartment plans to implement’ 

’the’Report’s re!commendation’s is unknown. :’: . .’,: ", :’ : , 

. 

,. 
. 

2. . Children and’Youth in Individual Living Arrorgernents 

There ore a n’~mber of children and youth who ,ore being supported in ’. 

ind’ividuallivin’g arrangements bec use ppropriate residential options and 

treatment programs are not available to meet their complex needs. In the post, 

adolescents were the primary group requiring ILAs; however, more recently 

these arrangements ~re being used for children os young as 8 y" rs old,: 

According to nformation obtained by the Office of the 
Child and;Yout~ 

Advocate, there ore ,approximately 15 childrefl/youth in such armngernenls 

across the Province, These arrangements are very costly ond,oftEn do not really 

meet the needs of the children/youth for whom’ they ore set up to serve.’ 

;. 
I ’ 

" 

’ 

....,. , 
I’; ~" ,! , 

Please note: This issue, relates to number 1 in that this Province 
needs to build 

’,the capacity to meet the needs of children 
and yo’uth in a more . 

’ 

efficient 0 nd cost effective way., 

" ’ 

3: 
. 

Children and ’Youth in Out-of- Provin e ;’;r Out-of-C untry Treat~ent 
. " 

’ , 

Programs ! ’ 
’ 

, 

’ 

. 

. 

: J! 

t ,: I : 
~: 

:,";..’ j’: I 
: . 

As of May, 2004, there ’were 15 children/youth from various Re,~ions 
of the 

Province who were sent outside the Province pr outside the ,Couliry 
bec~use ’ 

their treat merit and/o; residential needs could not be met in this Province, This 

number may hove increased since 
that time. 

:For 
many 

of these children/youth 

there appea(S to be "no plan" on when or if they will return to 
this Province, 

Feedback received by the staff at the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate 

from youth who hod such experiences i~ the post indicated 
that this was not 0 

p sitive e~pe;ie~ce for hem, However ,;m nyof these children/youth 
do not 

have natural advo ates (parents) who are following their placements,or ore 

I;’ . 
I ’ 

, 

’ 

’: 

:. . I" 

I 

.~ 

. 

,. 

, 
.
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pursuing their right to receive services within this Province. 
The finJnciol costs 

involved in supporting these placements are often staggering.: In addition, it is 

not known whether or not the children/youth themselves make mcmy gains by 

being sent owa’y- 

Please note: This issue relates also to number 1 and number 8. 

4.’ Special Child Welfare Allowance 

The Deportment of Health and Community Services has establish"d 0 review 

committee to review the existing policies regarding the Child Wellare 

Allowance Program. This program is designed to support children 
and youth 

who have disabilities by providing financial support and/or servic.,s which 

enable them to meet their maximum potential while residing in the core of their 

parents. The program needs to be grounded i~ principles of equCllity, inclusion, 

and independence. The program also needs to, be grounded wit"in the vision, 

values, and goals of the National Children’s Ag’enda. Of particular note ore 

values related to protecting children’s best interests, supporting children by 

supporting parents and families, and refl~cting diversity by co’nsic’ering the 

unique needs of each child. At the present time, families have advised 
the 

Office of the Child and Youth Advocate that the reasons they ore denied 

services are financial. They are either not approved because the’l ore 

considered ineligible financially or they are approved and thei1 d~nied service 

because the program is frozen. In such circumstances, it appear:; 
easier and 

more likely that children will receive services if they are taken ink, care. 

However, the resources required to support a ’child in care for outweighs the 

costs of supporting children within their o’wn family. 
, 

At the present time, there is no Program Specialist dedicaied to the 
Child 

Welfare Allowance program to keep it updated: This poses a significant barrier 

to ensuring the program is responsive to current needs. 
In addition, there 

~egi.’ill’is appears ta 
be no consistency across the of the Province in how ,the 

program is delivered. While some 
families are able to aCcess services, others 

are told they cannot because of a freeze in the program. 

The Office of the Child and Youth Advocate anxiously awaits the conclusion of 

the current review in hopes it will close the gaps that currently ex’st so thot 

children, youth, and their families will achieve the best possible outcom~s. 

5. Dental Services for Children 

The issue of d~ntal care for children is a significant concern. It has been noted 

that many children in their pre-school years do not access 
dental care, and 

children face longer-term consequences by not having their dental needs met 

in the early years. In particular, children from a low economic s;atus 
often 

Newfoundland 

Pharmaceutical 

ASsocliltion 

Department of 

Educat on 

Department of 

Government 

Services and lands 

Department of Health 

and Community Services 

~i:., NL:I1itce 
for the Control of Tobacco 

1 ’MINISTER’S OFFICE
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experience poor dental health. and be o~se publicly-funded dent,)1 programs 

are generally uilder funded, these children do n~t have access to’d ntol’ 
, 

.; 

’services. I .:.; 
. 

, t. 
. 

f’ 

: 

; 
. ; :. 

. 

j 

,1:: 
/. ; . " ,~.. 

, 
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The Office of the ’Child and Youth Advoc te has provided odJocclCY services 

o~ ~ehalf of specific chil ren .on this issue, In ,addition, the dffice has a’ 
, 

, 
, ’" . !,’ 

systemic file arid intends to research the issu 
s’with a view to making 
" ,- 

" 

recommendations to Government_ 
: 

: 

I ’. ’ I:! ’. 

.’ : 1 , . 

It is our understanding that provincial funding for chi,ldren’s dented, health 

serVices has n?t had an increose in man year’s and as 0 result, rn ny dentists 

have n t been able to provide these services to ,the children most in need 

without suffering persorlOlloss in their practices: The dentists ore now re- 

examining their ability to co’ntinue to meet the needs of the most vulnerable 

children based on the low level’ of financial support available to them, 

I 
’ 

I 

6, Child Protection Services , 

I " 

’-I 

It: 
. 

j -, - 

, 

A number of concerns have been highlighted regarding the delivery of child 

f:irotection seriices in the Province, Included in;these are the folbwing: 
’ 

-, 

(a) Inconsistent application of provincial policies and standqrds (lcross the 

Province. 
! f; 

, 

(b) A triage system f r:adioning child protec’tio:n r~ferra’s (si John’s Region), 

(c). An inability for stoff to practice according to the principles le\lislated in the 

. Child, Youth; and FamilySe.vices Act. 
- 

, 

’ " 

.’ 

(d)’ A lack ohesources to meet the identified needs of children 
and youth at 

, " I ’ 

risk, 
’ :. 

, 
_ 

(e) Permanency planning is delayed for many children, 

(n. Due to pr6blems with the Courts, legislated time frames a’nd legislated time 
, 

limits as outlin’ed in the Child, Youthond Family Services Ad are not being 

met. l: 

(g) Some Regions of the Pr "ince report’having difficulty ret ining legal 
counsel for their Directo; of Child, Youth, and’ Family Services (labrador), 

(h) Increased irustraiion is being expressed by ’professionals >",outside" the’ 

Child, Yo~th and Family Services system because of whdt they peiceive as a 

breakdo~’n in professional relationships s,ince the move to the Board 
.. 

structure’;. 
, 

.’ 

(i) Children imd youth are bei~g placed out~ide the Provin~’e due 
to lack of 

appro riate resources to accommodate 
them in this Proyince or due t 

, 

poor planning, 

! 

Pleose note: . Many of these issues will undoubtedly be highlig(lted when the 

Minister’s Advisory’ Committee completes its report in December, 

2004, 
’f 

.. 

’-, 
! 

, 
, 

, L 

, 
,
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8. 

The Provision of Child, Youth, and Family Se’rvices in’ Labrador 
f’ 

t, 
I .’ 

.’ 
, 

.1,,’.’... 

There i~ significant con ern.about the pravisi4~ hI Child, You!~ and Family 
Services in Labrador. While the Aboriginal G:ommunities pose unique. 

challenges in the delivery’ of these services, there are immediot child 

protection and, sofety issues wh,ich require a plahned but immedicile 

intervention. It appears many of the professioids working in the communities 

hove not developed a collaborative approach to working on issues and. 

alternatively "lay blame" on 6ne bnother’for the: lack of succ ss in pro iding 

comprehensive services.’ This’ is particularly so ir the Innu communities of 

Natuoshish and Sheshatshiu. 
. 

In addition, itis believed provincial policies g~iding child protection practices 
ore not being followed in Labrador. Of significant concern is thE.lact that 

foster homes are not being approved before children are placed in them. 

There .is also’ foncern 
c bout follow-up services for children once they ore 

ret~rned to pa,rerital’ care, The use.of the’ Child Welfare Allo,:"an e program 
is 

also an area requiri~g review:’ 
. 

I " 
. 

I. : 

The number of suicides by youth’ in this Region of the Province also requires. 

attention, particularly in the. Innu, cind Inuit c~mmunities. 
! 1. 

. 

The number of children and youth with F~tal Alcohol Syndrome and Fetal 
’ I ’ 

. 

Alcoh l Effest n Labrador issignilicant.Most of these children 
ClOd youth are 

not getting the support services they need. Ma’ny do not ottend 
,;chool and are 

involved in criminal activities and/or self-abusive behaviors such as drug or 

solvent abuse.. Parents ’are’ unable to meet the needs of their children without 

supports, but the services they require ’are noi being provided, The cost to 

respo’nd to this problef!1 is enormous. It is apparent that 0 stron~ education 

program on the eHect’of drinkingakoh l while pregnant needS to be 

implemented as F,AS and FAE are preventable outcomes if mothers do not 

drink while pregn nt. 
, 

J 
, 
. 

1 
, 

’ 

I , I 

Mental Health Services for Youth 16-19 years, 
, 

. 

i. 
’ 

1 . 
’:,’ 

. 

: : 
" 

There are a number of concerhs related to mental health serviCEJs for children 

arid youth. included in these are the l liowing: 

(a) There is 0 waitlist up to’six months for aCl lescent out-patient services. 

(b) There appears to be no in-patient psychiatric services 
for yo jth ages 16-18 

years. Please note: This issJes is being worked on by I0r.Lloyd Wicks, 

Child and Youth Adv cate and Mr. George Tilley, CEO, 5t John’s Health’ 

Care Corporation. 
’ , 

’J 

1 

, 

i 
i 

p 

I’ , 

, 
, 

_,_~..t:__ 
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(c) There is no in-patient addictions program for yauth. This 
meons youth from 

this Province must travel to programs outside the Province, In such 

circumstan es, the youth do not have the involvement or support of their 

families while receiving treatment.. !,.’ 

(d) Some youth have not only been sent utside of the Province to have their 

needs met but have been sent outside the Country because 01 an inability 

to address their needs here. Such prograll)s are financially (Cistly, 
but 

almost of equal concern, is the emotional impoct ori the children who are 

seporated irom their fomilies, friends nd .communities and ohen from 
their. 

culture and language. 

, 

! 
.’ 

! 
’ 

, t. 
. 

Plans for the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate: 
l’ 

, 
I 

l 
. ’ 

The Office of the Child and Youth Advocate has plans 10 visit ev~~ry Region of 

the Province to pro id advaca,cy services through Advocacy Clinics. Th’1se 

clinics will provide outreach s"ervices to the children/youth and families in 
the 

Provin~e who \"’ould prefer. in~person coritact with Advocacy Staff to address 

individual issues. In addition to the Advocacy, CliniCS, t~e staff will also be 

meeting with children arid youth as well os 
child and youth serving ogencies to 

talk about iss’ues affecting children and outh a’nd 10 promote th" role of the 

Office of the Child and Youth Advocate. During the visits, stoff will also visit 

children/youth in group homes. It is our ,hop to become even rnore 
familiar 

with the issues affecting children and youth throughout the Province by . 

participating in this process. The first of,these Advocacy Cli~i s "look place 
on. 

the North Coast of Labrador during the week ~f November 1" to 5Th, 2004. 

The Office of the Child and Youth Advocate will, at some future date, begin a 

process to review 
011 children and youth i,n caie. 
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