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STATEMENT OF POLITICAL COMMITMENTS

WHEREAS thc Goveranent end people of Canada are desply concerned with the conditions
sffscting the Mushuau Innu st Utchimasits;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canada has recognized the urgency of and has taken
CIMEIGENCY measures to improve the immediate conditions of the Mushuau Innu community of
Utshimasits;

AND WHEREAS lha Mushuau Innu and the Inou Nation have outlined in Hraring the
their proposals for resolving the sSpiritual,
cultural, social, health, physical and economic difficulties they face;

AND WHEREAS thc Government of Canada recognizes Innu as being Indians within the “ *
meaning of subscction 91(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867,

AND WHEREAS 1he Government of Canada is committed to assisting the Mushuvau lnnu in
mitigating the adverse conditions facing the people in Utshimasits;

AND WHEREAS the Governmen: of Canada and the Mushuau Innu, while recognizing the
scvere fiscal restraints on the Government of Canada, share the commitment to work together
to achicve long=term solutions;

AND WHEREAS the Mushuau [nnu and the Government of Canada agrec that alleviating
the adverse conditions requires that the Mushuau Innu relocate from their present location;

AND WHEREAS thc Ministcrs of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, of Health, and
of lustice and the Solicitor General are prepared to make a statement of commitments from
the Government of Canada to the Mushuau [nnu and the Innu Nation to help them address
conditions in Utshimasits through 4 comprehensive and fiscally respunsible appioach;

AND WHEREAS the Goverament of Canada, the Mushyau [anu and the lnou Nation are

committed to negotiating sclf-government that contributes to cconomic sclf-sufficiency for

the Innu people within Canada;

AND WHEREAS the Govemment of Canada is prepared to act an the premise that the ¥

inherent right tn self-government is already contained in section 35 of the Constitution Act, \ \ ‘
1982, ;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canada hae indicated it is prepared to resume ‘
comprehensive claims negotiations with the Innu Nation;
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NOW THEREFORE IT 15 STATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
WILL:

i Respond fo the erisis situation in the community at Utshimasits and continue to work
cooperatively with the Mushuan Council, the Ymu Nation and the Province of Newfou

and Labrador to address the beaith and safety issucs facing the community, mcluding the
provision of emesgency funding as agreed in Table A sttached;

2. Support relocstion of the Mushuau Innu to Little Sango Pond subject to the following
eonditions:

2.1 Adoption by the community of & long~term social and cconomic reconstruction
plan to address the social pathologics and high uncmployment levels in the
community, following discussions with mxi agreement by Canada;

22  Proof through the conduct of technical studics that the relocation site is capable
of providing sufficient fresh water and other cssential amenities to the community into
the future;

23  Reaffirmation of the new site through completion of a formal rutification
process by the Innu people of Utshimasits following completion of the long-term
social and economic reconstruction plan;

2.4  Provision of the necessary land by the Government of Newfoundland and
Labrador,

25  Environmental accoptability of the site, a8 demonstrated by the satisfactory
completion of any required enviroamental assessment process(es);

26  Construction and sitc deveiopment 1o appropriate federal and provincial
government standards, and

27  Rcasonable costs which are accepteble to Canada.

3. Provide funding ss set out in Table B attached to complete a comprehensive
community plan to cosurc that the relocated community will mest the needs of the Mushuau
Innu, community vision and physical and cconomic characteristics of the relocated community
aod to assist the Innu in essuring that the problems plaguing the existing community will not
be transferred to the new site;

4. Provide site specific funding as set out in Table C attached for the tcchnical studies
referred to in 2.2 herein;
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s. Provide its share of funding for outpost activities as set cut in Table D aftached ta
assist the Innu to spend time in the country;

6. Provide funding a6 set out in Tablc E anached to the Irmu to cstablish an addiction
treatment program, which can include a moblic wilderncss component.

7. Provide funding 23 set out in Table F for the developmental phase of an Innu justice
and policing program (year one); and

8. Provide the Mushuau [npu and the Imu Nation with participation funding as sct out in
Table G anached.

FURTHER, THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA IS PREPARED TO ENTER
NEGOTIATIONS IMMEDIATELY WITH THE INNU NATION INCLUDING THE
MUSHUAU INNU TOWARD THE FOLLOWING OBRIECTIVES:

9. To conclude a comprehensive land claims agreement 2s soon as poasiblc.

91  Conade hes indicated it is prepared to resume comprehensive claims
negotiations immedistely on a tripartite basis between th= Immn Nation, the Province of
Newfoundland and Labeador and the Government of Canada. Canads do¢s not require
2 cost-sharing agreemeat with the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador as a
prerequisite to commencing such pegotlations. Canada will pursuc a cost sharmg
agrecment on a bilateral basis with the Province.

9.2 A comprehensive land claim settlement pursuant to these negotiations will be a
Land Claim Agreement under subgretion 35(3) of the Constitution Act, 19582.

10.  To concludc an agrecment on self-government with the lonu Nation and their
communities, including matters wclating v policing and sdministration of justice. These
negotiations will proceed between the Govornment of Canada, the Innu Nation and their
communities and, where appropriate, the Government of Newfoundiand and Labrador.
Negotiations will proceed on a budget as agreed between the parties.

11.  To conclude a binding legat agreement, subject to Cabinet approval, detailing the
terms and conditions relative 10 the retocation of the Mushuau Innu from Utshimasits
including cost cstimatcs and assurances that the Mushuau Council will be a full partner in
managing the project and that the prosent site will be demolished except a5 agreed between
the parties with appropriate restoration of the landscape upan compietion of the new site.
Project planning and implementation will be undertaken in a manner to ensure significant
community economic benefit.

12.  To discuss accesa to emergency and regular social support programs for Innu families
when they are in the country.
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13.  To devolve cxisting foderal programs and funding delivered to the Innu, and 0 work

wimmehuﬁnaofﬂowfonndlmdnndubndnlmdmnm such programs and funds

B : , he
nistc ndet existing federal provincial agreements for the pmvn_lion of services 10 1
mlh n:‘;mr eonsint:t with Canada's current devolution policy prior to the expiration of

the presant Canada/Newfoundland and Labrador Agreoment.
14.  To continue discussions between the paties at required 1o implement these
commitments.

SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

The Honourable Ronald A. Irwin, P.C, M.P.
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northem Development

JL/CLM / : EM&«,
The Honourabls Diane Marieau, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Health .

Q»b S»:/L

The Honousrable Allan Rock, P.C.,, M.P.
Minister of Justice

Y Lad Sanor

The Honourable Herbert Eser Gray, P.C., M.P.
Solicitar General of Canada
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