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Annomncer; In our news this morning, we've been teiling you about a request

from Innu leaders. They’ve asked the Proviacs to remove a group of
troubled children from their homes. The young people are sniffmg
gas. And it’s 2 problem Sheshatghui has been denling with for some
time. Petey Penashue is the President of the Inmu Nation, and he joins
me on the line now.

Good moming M. Penashue,
Peter Penasime: Good moming sir.
Ammouncer; Can you tell us what prompted this request?

Penashna: Well I guess, one thing I guess there’s a.,.the simation in Sheshatshrd
hes been...has been you know escalating in terms of the amount of
kida that have been sniffing gas. And we’ve scen it now on the
increase nince last three years, And right now it’s quite alanming in
terms of the emount of kids that are sniffing gas, and I guess it's
more alarming to see that they're getting Votinger and younger.

Annoimcey’ Do you have aqny idea how many children we're talking about?
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Penashue: _ In just estimation I guess we’re talking maybe about 30 kids.
Announcer: Thirty kids?

Penaghue; And some of them are very, very young you know.

Arnnooacer: How young?

Penashue: You lmow five, six years old. And jt’s just, it’s really just getting out

of hand you kniow. And so I guess we...there’s all the agencies in onr
community got together I guess now for a couple years now T puess
mying to organize onrselves so you know to see whar we can do.
And we’ve bees making efforts to encourage the parents to get halp,
and we've been encotraging the, trying to encourage the kids
themsglves to get...you know to go out for trsatment You know
because there are resources available for kids fo go out for mreatment.

Announcer: Now do you want the children taken out of their homes or actually
taken out of the community?

Penashue: ‘Well one thing that we 3aid to, we would Tika to get dome first of all

and that 1s we'd Tike to get the lads to you know to safe snvironment
first of all. And the only piecs of legislation right now that's
available...3e8e gas sniffing is legal. You know it's not {llegal to he
sniffing gas and that’s something that the police are telling us. So
there’s really nothing that can be done. The only piece of legislation
that we can use right now is the legislation wmder the Child...Child
and Welfare I think it’s called, And so what now we’re trying to do
is we're trying to get the Department of Social Services to take all
these children that are sniffing ges under their care before it becomes
their Jegal responsibility end then to put them in 8 safe, safe home.
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Now we'd like to see that obviously happen here you know in thig
commmnity. But ane thing that we know ig thet the families here are

not feking in Kid sniffing mainly because of the concern of their oom
families because you know they're saying look we can’t take these
kids in because you know I have children, young children and if the
Idds are sniffing gas, you know they may start fives,

Announcer: So you may have to b Jooking to outside the community?

Penashite: Right now we may be forced to be looking to outside.

Announcer: I'm wondering how yon think the parents will react if the province
does do what you're asking?

Penashue: Well I think we’re also a little bit upset ourselves in temms of you

know we’ve been making efforts to help the parents, Weve been

- making efforts to Lielp the parents, we’ve been making efforts to help
young people but the parents don’t seem to be taking thet
responsibility. You know they’ve almost given up. And I gness

sometimes you can onderstand why.
Amnnouncer: Yes.
Penashue: And so what we said look you know the sitnation is petting worse

and the kads you know are probably going to hurt themselves you
kuow in terms of brain damage and their health is in soncern.

Annoumcer- Have you heerd from the Province yet? Have they reacted at all?

Penashye: No, no. What we did yesterday was that we mat, our group fhat gets
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Chief in Council and the Chief of course is Panl Riche.
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Announcer; Right.

Penashne: And we said to him ook we’ve done what we can and we, at this
point we feel that we got to take the kids under the care of the
current legislation.

Announcer: If the Province doesn’t go along with this request, what happens
then?

Penashug: Well they dom’t have a choice. They don't have a choice. They bave

a legal responsibikity to take these kids into care bacause their health
and sefety is in concern. And so it’s not a matter of them deciding
tant they won't do i, they*ve got to do it. The problern they™!l have
i# like you knosr what thoy’re going to do with them. But, obviausly
yau know we, that's probably going to be discussed today and we
made a request for 8 meeting as soon as possible. And you know I
can see that...But [ understand there are homes available outside the,
for example [ undarstand there’s a home in Pleasantville, There
might be other places that they can hold them until such time we can
figure out you know what we cau do with them in terms of providing
some counselling, health services on a long term basis. But, right

Dow what's clear is thaf we've gof to be loaking at the fiealth and
safety of these young people, Otherwise, we’re just going to ger into
situations where you kmow there's been accidents and some
obviously have been fatal and I mean just yesterday or 4 couple of
days ago [ ssw a kid walking down the road with gas in one hand,

with n cigarette on the other doing, you know sniffing gas aud
having a cigarette. So it's been, you know if’s obviously it's getting
ot of hand and kids almost don’t realize how dangerous it is what
they're domng.
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Announcer: Mr. Penashue, thank yon very nmuch for joining us.
Penashue: You're welcome sir.
Announcer: Good by» now. Innm leader Poter Penashue,
gk .
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