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BRISTOL GROUP

P.0. Box 2220, Suits 100, 139 Water Streer, St. John’s
NF, A1C GEBE

Phone: 709-793-7242 P 709-753-5820

PROGHAM: RADIO NOON

ANN BUDGELL: Well if you heard our news today, you heard about 8 letter that was written by
--- the Chaf of the Sheshatshin Band Council'to the mensgerof CHild Youth fnd Family Services

and it is just a three paragragh long letter, but it ask for immediate and drastic action & address

the problem of children in Sheshatshiu who smiff gasoline. Tt says tho angoing neglect of same

childreq in the comrunity can not be tolerated, ‘The band council s aking, the children be
taken into care immediarely, perheps away fromithe community to ensure thelr safety. In just
moment you will lsear an bnterview that T did with Paul Riche, the Clicf of the Band Conncil
about that letter and the events that led up o the writing of that letter and Natalle Clancey isa
reporter with CBC Television and today she is in the sommnnity of Sheshatshin and she is on the
line with me now. Hello Natalie,

NATALIB CLANCREY: Hi Ann

ANN BUDGELL: Netalie bave you had & chance to talk with people there thiy moming?

NATALIE CLANCEY: We bave, you know the Chisf and couneil knew there would be reaction

to their drastiz: measure fo write this letter and indeed there has boen sotion. They knew that

families for example who feel targeted by this letter who are belog acoused of being bad parcats

_ are firions and they know they are going to have 2 fight on their hands, should the province- - -~
decide to come in and start taking children out of bomes. But there i5 another reaction in the '

cammmynity from g lot of the families we've been able to speak tn, 'We are Visiting with a home

right now, 2 young family, they are having hunch and their reaction to thir news {5 one of
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mmmymmmaam.mnhmmhummmmh
necessary. The commuzity says its exhanstod all of lrs offorts to desl with this problem and

o _._.___theﬁmﬁminfmgnmmyevmmgandmmuismhunigbt,uﬂiathilmonbgand
mmmﬂmnﬁmmﬂmmmmmmm Not only are
fh-ywarﬂedabumfhoechﬂdrmbmtbewholcinpmhhsmwﬁn’umymﬂmmnﬁy.
The family we're visiting with now they have two young children who bave not bean impacted
directly by peapls who are gas miffing They don’t siff gascline but their fijends do end their
parents’ fricnds are the parents who are involved here besause it is & small commumity, So there
are people relieved gaying this ia absokutely 8 Iast ragort but it has to be done if we’r= ever going
mguﬁoﬁmﬂhnbﬁ&emmmwl&mmhdpm@@

ANNBUDGELL:  Netalle, yoa'll have a story on Hese end Now tonight?

NATALIE CLANCEY: Yes we will Ann,

ANNBUDGELL:  We'll be watching fir that and thank you go mmch for calling us.
NATALIE CLANCEY: Yaur welcome,

ANN BUDGELL: That's CBC Television Reporter, Natalie Clancey in Sheshatshiv, Wall X
spoke with Paul Rick earlier today. He is the Chief of the Band Conncll In Shedhatshio and he's
the person who signed the lettar that L was talking about. Paul Rich, hello,

PAUL RICH: Good motming.

ANNBUDGELL: P, # somads bke # was a vary serious meeting that you took part in
yesterdzy, Can you tell me wha was thers?

PAUL RICH: Well there waa, the inter agency meeting that o have is all the

olgsuizstions combined in the commuaity like the RCMP, like Innu Nation, the Mennonite
central committee, all the orgenizetions that belp in this commumity met yasterday. And that's
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sniffing gas tn hroad daylight.

ANNBUDGELL:  Yestenday when you went to that meeting, ‘Was this your intetion to
m:kn,wdntﬁutypnafacﬁmmﬁdﬂmupinmﬂmmuﬁew

PAUL RICHE: Na it was our intention to quickly try and move on dealing with the Haalth
Tasue of this cammunity. And one mejor part of that Health Iscuo {s fue kids that ave gas smiffing
anthsmwnthstmyoutan.annish:mddm':hzveaph:emgo. Thepe ave the kids that
we're gning to have to quickly focas on and take. Azd fhe only argagization that ha the
lngidaﬁmmdthepmmdotha:hmswcumdQChiHYwﬂimdhmﬂysm

ANN BUDGELL: Now 1 heard, Peter Penastue interviowed this moming and he said he
thinks, the committee believes ita 2z many a« 20 ar 30 children?

PAUL RICH:, Well there’s probahly aboixt between 20 and 50.

ANNBUDGELL: 20 and 507

PAUL RICH: So you lock st that nnmber. That anmber, that number wasn't $o0 bad
there Jast year but it has gone up quickly and the kids that are aniffing now ars younger kids, in
the ages of 6, 7 and 8, And the thing that we have to put across 1s that you know the Band
7 Coumel oF Sheskiatshin dst't bave the legislation of the power to take these kids. The cnly
— orgacization that has the power is the Soclal Services under Child Walfare,

ANNBUDGELL:  Now it’s a very, very drastic measre, 80 you people obviously must bave
looked a2 ether altematives and falt that you had aone?

PAUL RICH: We sead in g few praposals to the povermment of Canada. But then the
mponuthathgmwas,wenmdidgetamspmemmynfthepmpmalswemh
Because we tried, we tried to deal with pur situstion in our eommmnity becanse there are kids in
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the, they're families of the, those kida in this commuinity, Wee tried aur best to deal with the
w;aﬁmbmm,mammafabmmammmwmnammm Wa haver™t
But 3 response on any one of them, So it sowy that we can't, we can’t, we can’t be dealing with
problems when we don't have the resources to dea! with those problems,

ANNBUDGEI1: Who did the proposals go w? And what wers they for?

—

PAUL RICH: The proposals went to Health Canada and Indian Affairs and the, 10day
Whenwatalkedmthepmvﬁn:mcﬁtainimn,tbysaymhuw,wam‘tdoﬂiﬂodayor

- somathing tike, if we do this it will spin of? tnfo drlity commiinities. But thig is & crisis iy this
commurity day affer day when you see kids on the road siffing gas in broad daylight and there
i3 aboyt 30, 40 of them togethar. Aud you know whet can you do?

ANNBUDGELL: It's ableak image, R’s an awful imape,

PAUL RICH: It's a very awfhll image and 2 very bleak tmage becanse there was a
number of sicides that happened aver the year and even that stl] didn’t convinge the
governments to come up with solutions with us. Wealvéayswmdtnwkwithtbu

T Buvermment, but the govenment aiways said that, you know it's 2 commucity problem so you
deal with it, Bu, it’s not only 2 community problem it*s 2 govemment problem, The
Gnvmﬁ&nﬁamdmﬁnvmmﬁNuw&mﬂmddeMhuuupMﬂhy
and the forisdiction and the legislation 16 enact laws that we can't anast.

ANNBUDGELL; Nowinthe shortterm. You'rs expecting that the children might be taken
oot of the comymmnity, aren’t you

PAUTL RICH: We'll do whatever needs posgible to get these kids to g safe savironment.
And that's what we said yestarday a8 2 group.

ANNBUDGELL:  Can they be locked after within your own community? Could they be
placed with other familiag in yotr own comnmumity?
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PADUL RICH: There could he some, but we're Emited to housing, As you know that,
I've meatioped that thds commmumity ig, lacks Sinds for housing.

ANNBUDGELL: People are alresdy very crowded.

PALL RICH: Ard we have no choice but to take thess kids and send them outside to
family {restment areas.

ANN BUDGELL: What about in the long term? I mesn, a shoet-tarm sohstion obvisusly
would be what you're suggesting in your [ettar here, Taking childres to a safs place. Whar about
long tecm?

PAUL RICH: That’s where ag an orgenization and al] the different other organizations in
our commmnity, we have ta come up with a plan and we do have 2 plan, In the proposal for
progress that we gent to the Government of Canada and Hsalth Canada, we said to them that the,
we Jock at, we have to do gomething on the shart tern today. But then again this langstexm plan
we have in place, that's in the proposal and we’re willing fo look at that, But we haves had no
Tespofise om that yet.

ANNBUDGELL:  Are the pasents of thege children golng to react well, or react badly to this?
What will their reaction be?

PAUL RICH: Well the reactions by some people probably will be negative
because you know, these parents have some prablems themselves, and that ig with alcohal. So
<o e —--WheR You ry and deal with the sitnation and the parent i3 also in 2 sttuation which he ar she has
problams, obvicusly you're going to get that reastion, that I dan’t have problems, OrifIhavea
problem I won't let it out. Or, if, what will the sommmairy think of me if they, Social Services
takeg away my kids, That’s where we have tn deal, communications with the commrity.
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ANN BUDGELL: Alright. Thank you very much for explining this ta me aod ta our
Hsteners and very good luck whh dealing with the problem.

PAUL RICH: OK. Thaok you.

ANN BUDGELL.: Paxl Rich is the Chief of the Sheshatshin Innn Band Council.
Mary May Osmond glso lives in the commmnity and she works as & councilor in the Drug and
_Alcohol Counseling Canter. Ireached ber there tMa morming. Mary May Osmoand, good
morning.

MARY MAY OSMOND: H.

ANN BUDGELL: Counld you tell me please what people see in the cornmunity that
Bas cauged this drastic action to be taken.

MARY MAY OSMOND:  Well its every duy and night you see kids walldng inthe
comummnity with bage of gas and ariffing all hours of the day. They're walking about and X guess
we're saying thar this is enough, scmsthing has to be done.

ANN BUDGELL: Now you know who the children are, don’t you?
MARY MAY OSMOND: YesIdo.

ANN BUDGELL; And you would know their parents?

MARY MAY OSMOND:  Yes I'would.

ANN BUDGELL: : What's going an in their homes? . .

MARY MAY OSMOND;  Well, we've heen suffecing from alcohol from childhaod I guess,
And soms of U haven't taken responsibility of our lives and of our children.
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ANN BUDGELL: Arn these the children then of parents who ure alcoholic ar who are
having trouble with snbstance abuse?

MARY MAY OSMOND:  Yes I would say that’s true,

ANNBUDGRLL: And at the counseling center where you woek, bag there been m
effort made to try to get those children o try to come ar to ges the parents to come in?

MARY MAY OSMOND: Wa bave made both of those cfforts. Some come, some don't. And
that's the fustrating part of it. Like they come for a time zo0d then they dan't come anpmore,
And it makes me anary and fingtrated when that happens because it really us as parents that are

responsible for our children.

ANN BUDGELL; Have you yourself, have you talked with any of the parents of the
children that the gronp is now asking be taken out of the community?

MARY MAY OSMOND:  Yes I have been inyolved with the agency to, the family treatment,
$0 come with that decision we have to do something. We cannot kiose snymere children. Tlost
my son to smicide last year. And T don't wamzto ges any other mother loase their child agin
heeansa of aleohol or other things that are happening have been happening in onr sammity.
The family violence, the sbuse that's happened to our kids, i’ all affected us. And some of us
heve struggled te do gomething about cursetves and help oor children but then there’s some of us
wha re, I guess at times, e not srong enough to stand up and say ne. They’d rather take their
drink and ide their pain or nat to feel the pain.

ANN BUDGELL: What will happen if the children are taken to a eafs place as the
group has requested? What do you think should happen with the parents of those childrett
Because, ifthe childrmgamyﬁ:raﬁtﬂewbﬂemdthmmmemkmdthepmmsﬁﬂas,
well doing the game things? It isn’t going to make any difference is it?
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