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Briefing Note
Update on Dsvis Tnlet

Issue:
. Ongoing developments regarding plans for children and youath of Davie Inlet

Backgraund:

' . Discussions among the Province, federal governmen! ang Janu of Davis Inlet broke down
: December 6, 2000, The Innu subsequently travelled to Ottawa and held a number of
discussions with senior federal officials during the past week. These mectings resulted in
an agreement between the lung and fedaral govermment on December 13%, 2000.

. During the past week, Health and Commumty Senvices and Labrador and Aboriginal
Affuirs have contmued o plan for the sventual detoxification and treatment of
children/youth at the former Grace liospital silc.

| Current sranus
: . Full cooperation acress govermment departments, the Health Care Corporation of St.
John’s, Health and Community Services St. John's, and Health Labrador Cosporation has 1

resulted i & compreheusive plan for the preparanion of the former Grace hogpital. To
dare, two full flogrs are being renovated to accomodate up to fifty children. In addition,
the Grace rursing residence is being prepared to accomodate parents and staff from
outside the province, mcluding Innu staff.
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. . Foilowing the agrsement yesisrday, contact war made with Davis Inlet and it was learned:

i a approximately 85 chikdren/youth have been identified as gas soiffers by the Innu;

! 0 20 ¢hildren are said to be “younger" and i was advised it is unlikely that these
would travel to §t. John's. Health officials ace of the view thet this cap only be
determined following assessment and may be & contentious issue;

o 65 of these children/vouth are considered to be chronic solvent abusers however

19 of them are currently out of the sommumty i sither correctional facilitics,

group homes or with relarives w1 Sheshatshiu, and

of the remammg 46 children/youth, approxiately 4 are between the ages of 23-29

vears wkli approximately half of the remaining 42 under the age of 16 years It

| likoly that approximately 45-50 children/youth will required placement at the

: Grace facility.

o A

r

| . It was also icamed that Davis Iniet docs not want the children/yvouth removed fiom the
community until aBer the Christmas season hawever they were prepared to work with the i
Province ¢ develop a safety plan. !

- Further discussions this moming mdicate the Innu leaders will retwm to the community
from Ottswa this Friday or Saturday. They have agresd to have a community meeting to
discuss the eloments of the federal agreemant and ther plans for detoxification and
treatment af the former Grace hospital It 1s anneipated this meeting will be held on
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Sundsy or Mouday.

A small committes inchiding Kevin Head, Healing Coordinator, Gerry Kerr, Consultant,
Mark Nui & Luke Rich, Band Councillors has been formed to devolop aa action pian of
Imnu responsibilities related to the care and treatment of the childrenvouth in Davis Infet.
Ths plen will be presented to the Province sometime next week. It 15 unclear whether the
discussion of this plan will be held either face-to-face or through teleconference however
the Provmce has indicated its willingness ro travel to Davis Inlet prior to Christmas. [t is
also unclear as to whether further negiotiations regarding & shared respanse plan betwesn
the Innu and the Province will be required,

It was indicated to Davis Inlct that a team of sucial workers would b= prepared to ravel
tc the community to begin the assessment process on Jangary 3%, 2001,

The lnnu have indicated cuncoans regardmg the fourth draft of the volumtary vare
agreement for parental consent 10 remove the children as required under legislation, They
Lave requested and the Provaice has agreed to a meeting with the Innu angd their legal
counse] somenme today or tomcriow,

Follow up action

.

The Province continues to ready the Grace in anticipatior. of the children/youth arriving
carly in the Mew Year. A mumber of contracts are being nogotiated for the many support
services required meluding 24 hour sscurity, food services, housek=eping, laundry eic_,,
Ths is an extensive undertaking taxing human and financial provincial resources.

A plan has been developed for the hiring ¢f vouth support staff for one om ane care which
could total inr =xcess of 300 staff.  An orientation and training progeam for all staff' is in the
final stages of development. Again, this iz an extensive and costly undertaking.

Other professional staff mcludmg, physicans, nursss, cocial workers and addictions
specialists are beng identified from withia the Province and scross the country.

Costs associated with Sheshatshin and Davis Inlet are being tracked with a viow o discuss
a cout shared arrangement with Health Canada  To date, approximately $250.000 has
been expended on the Sheshatshiu mitietive with all 21 childrenfyonth still m care.
Information sesaions are scheduled with the Heahth Care Corperation and Healtly and
Commuannty Services, St. John's commencing tomelrow morning to ideatify ayailable staff
and impacts for their organizations. Other stakeholder groups as required will alse be
considered,

To date, a significant nwmber of offers of Lielp from individuals and commuynity groups
have been received and is being ccordinated through the Department of Health and
Commuaity Services.

The Province awaits further conract and discussion with the Innu regarding next steps.

Prcpared by: Larctta Chard/Bey Clarke/Pam Redgers
December 14%, 2006
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