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NMso Mo Hennessay

Assistant Deputy Minister

Regonal Health Operations

Department of Health and Community Sery ces
Government of Newfoundland and Ladrade:

P Box 70, West Block. Contederztion Building
St John's, Newtoundland

AR 416

Dear Ms. Hennessey:

| am writing in response to vour lewer o Health Canada’™s
Regronal Director General. Ofga Massicote, dated September 10, 2003,
regasding iunding for the nursing siation m the nu communiny of
Natuashish, Labrador. She has referred the matter to mie. | apologize for
the defay in responding.

As vou are aware. this 1vsue has been discussad sinee the
refocation of the Mushuau Innu to Natcashish i December 20012 On May
P2 2003, correspondence was sent {rom thien Minister of Health, the
Honourable AL Anne Melellan, w the Muuster of Health and Commuaeni
Seiviees tor the Government of New feuncland and Labrador. i the letier.
the Minister states the provision of inserea health care services to all
residents o Newfoundland and Labrauor. mreluding the Innu. is 2 provinctal
respensihility and remains so, even atter Inru registration aier the Indiin
At

Regarding vour reference o the Mushuau Inpu Relocation
Agreement (MIR AL, Health Canada has been providing faedm
cqtiyaient (o those generally avatlable o cther First Nations of simiiar size
and cirvumstance since 1998, Health Canada’™s policy has been consistent
since Y79 shen the federal wovemmenn set oat the Jidiair Hcaih Policy
Uil recognized st the provisions of primany care benith services were the
vesponsibility of the provimees, However, fiealth Canaca ayreed o
contiiue wih the exisung primary cire services 1 was providing, unnd
provisions ould be made o devolue thisin the provines.
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Registration and reserve creion for the Mushuau [nnu does
not oviigate Health Canada to begin te provide those services when the
prosinee has an estabiished history of serving that population,

it is my understanding that tae Grenfell Labrador Regional
lntegrated Health Authority has been operating out of the Mushuau Innu
Health Commission facility. free of charge. since the relocation. Health
Canada contributes to the overall operation of that faciiity as well as
providing public health nursing and other eageing health programming n
the commusnizy. Aiso. the Labrador Innu Comprehensive Healing Strategy.
has enabled us w provide addivonal services, focussed on capacity
development. iz some priority areas such as maternal and child health,
addictions and mental health programmin2. Meanwhile. the treatment
nursing services and other insured services continue to be provided to
Mushuau Innu through provincially funded means.

There have been several tederal-provingial meetings to
discuss grzater cotlaborauon and coordmzt on hetween our governments
when it comes to the Innu of Labrador. T ar keen to see that work
continues and :o ensurc that. together. we provide the innu with an excellent
standard of care and the support necessary .o build healthy. vibrant
conmmunities.,

Thank vou for writing. and please accept my best wishes.

S acereh.

e
D et el

ian Potter

co. Chra Massicone, Regional Director Gereral
Sarah Archer. Regiooal Director (First Nations and Inuit Flealth Brancin

Page 2

CANO001343_0002 "






