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EROM ROP N T Vi LeT PEOPLE

The people ¢f Canada's heart strings were putied in Januaiy 1993 when
they witnessed the people of Davis's Inlet! being flashed on their T.V.
screens.

On April 14, 1994, there is a celebration of a rebinth of a peoples. The
graduation of 21 Innu counsellors from the Nechi Community Acdictions
Training Program treing held in the community of Davis Inlet is znother
significant indicator on the road to recovery. One of the graduaias is the
new Chief Simeon Tshakapesh, who says, "Today's celebration proves we
are accepting respunsibility for the healing of cur community. V/ith this
training we are equipped to deal with the social problems tacing our
people. The next step is for the two ievels of government to entar into an
agreement to implement the Seven Point Pian.”

The counsellors, who have an average of 2 yaars sobriety, Iead the way in
the healing of our people. The Community Addictions Training Program is
happening withint the context of the whole picture. We wish to announce
that our people are accepting personal responsibility 1o create
environmental changes to improve the life style within the current
situation.

The Innu leadership successfully negotiated a partnership with both the
Federal and the Provinciai Governments to tund the following
developments  within  Davis:

1992, Adult population 168

- 91% of adult population was alcoholic in 1992
23% ot adult population was in recovery
- 1884, 74% ol adult population is in recevery

- There are two to three traditional swea! lodge ceremonies being heid
each week in Davis Iniet.

- There are three A.A. meeting being held each week.

- There are three women's support group meetings each week.

- Six new houses have been built since August 1893.
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- 'Fifty houses have been renovated since August 1983.

- The Band offices have been extensively renovated.

- The innu Nation offices have been extensively renovated.
- The Alcohol program have obtained suitable offices.

. The Manishan/Matinin Youth Drop-in Centre was built,

- Fifty tive people from Davis Inlet have been trained in carpentry since
August 1983.

- Ten paople from Davis Inlet are presently being trained as

construction supervisors by the Labrador Community College.

- Seventeen people from Davis Inlet are graduating from the Nechi
Community Addictions Training program. These same people wil continue
in the Naechi Family Violence Series and the Nechi Advancad Counselling
Training.

- Five people are baing trained by the Labrador Community College to work
with youth a) Education Counsellor, b) Women's Intervention Counsellor, ¢)
Early Childhood Education Worker,

d) Recreation Coordinator, e)Assistant Recreation Coordinator.

- The number of peopls paricipating in the Outpost Program, including
youth has been increasing over the last two years.

- For the past couple of years the community has elected people that are
active in their own recovery program.

- Four native police constables have bsen irained in Mission, B.C.. There is
another individual now being trained at the police academy.

- There is ancther Innu Communily Senvice Worker working at the
Department of Social Services.

- There is now a Healing Program Coordinator funded by Heaith Canada.
- There is also an additional Addictions Worker funded by Heaith Canada.

- Through Brighter Futures a suicide prevention coordinator is being
funded as well as a visioning exercise.
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. Over a hundred people have atiended treatment programs at
Poundmaker's Lodge and other treatment facilities. An after care program
was set up at Sango Bay for the peopls returning from treatment.
. The Department of Human Resource Development in partnership with the
Department of Indian and Norther Affairs funded:

1) Nechi Training Program

2) Carpentry Training Program

3) Youth Council Training
- Pathways funded the Carpentry Supervision Program.

- Health Canada is going to provide the Innu Nation Health Commission
with funds to hire a therapist to travel to Davis Inlet one week per month.

. There are two fisheries guardians being trained.
- There is one Innu women being trained as a nurse.

The graduation and the above accomplishments reflect the VISION, THE
RESPONSIBILITY AND THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLES REBIRTH.

For interviews contact
Simeon Tshakapesh at 478-8827 or 478-8888
Peter Penashue at 478-8943 or 478-8860

Peter Garrow ai 478-8881
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