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" Ottawa could very well be on the, verge of

" making 2fmulti-million dollar mistake!
. After Halifax -mgetitigs with Davi§ Inlet
band council chief Katie Rich%he feds have)

¥decided 10 relocate; the tiny troubled island
~ community for a mcm'ﬁgg_gajl}@n.%i
The problem here doesn’t He with the
E:Buncepl, but rather the chosen sie - Shango
Y. . B
- The Innu have-been crying for help ever
since the world first starting paying attention’

to their plight last winter. Scenes of Inmu -

children sniffing gas in an unheated shack,

- shook the emotions of thousands of people
all over this country and others.

- Shortly afterwards, the Inmm developed a

seven-point plai one which, they say, would

lead them nut of despair and into a modem

world. Now it seems Ottaws is ready 10 '

follow the step-by-step program.. .
s decision to begin work on moving
" Davis Inlet is, quiet frankly, surprising. I
- never really -thought govemment should
suceumb to the Innys’ demands.
 Obviously Chief Rich has convinced
Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin that the
 ishiffle will ultimately cliarnge the social and
REConofic ‘Eb"iftliﬁo'"n;ﬁg‘of“the“lh’”n’ﬁ"fﬁf“ihe '
beter. :

" It's time now for Chief Rich and Ottawa
to convince the tax-paying Canadiah public
of the same. S ' '

Not since Canada, as Brian Peckford
would say - "Sold the Shop” - has such a
-decision held such possible potential crisis
for this province and nation. . - .

Indeed the people of Davis Inlet do need
proper services in its community; better
- housing and more modern living conditions,
Biit Shango Bay doesn’t seem to be opening
its arms gisplaying such tuxuries.

~ Instead, T picture Shango Bay a "DAVIS
. INLET II" - a cold isolated mound of rock
far away from "the real world". A place
where the Innu can survive as they have -
away from white man ¢ivilization, but not its
influenices. | ) I
Can the InmfiZexpect 16 move  their|

- Ktroubles ont of Davis without catrying they
%o Shangoh Idon't ik §6. 1 believe what
ever the Innu plan to'dump along the way,
or leave behind, will eventvally come cre-

<, ng:proof, Shango, Bay, can provige
“Yuial healing as well as the: physfeal’

" ofhierwise, although the provincy

Celogés o reality viould be mare

picked to death,

ley Bragg. Ig
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apipg back. -
I believe the evils which possgss children
to sniff gas, parents 10 drink excssively and

abandon children will not disappg
they now have a foilet that flus; ‘ .

for the people of Davis Inlef. |

Ortawa must have its reasous fpr believing
knows nothing of it I'm anxii
more about the agrcement and ¥
just where Mr. Chretien’s finaggi
expect to find $80 million in ne:
budget. S _ i

T lmow my pockets have 2

After all, in 20 years time,
and the social despair does cgne Jurking
back, there may not be any mondy left in the -
paot for another move. I
native people of this land. Su 1
* For CBC Labrador Mornic

Kelley Bragg is a write .

" Robinson-Blackmore newspapgrs in New-
- foundland and Labrador, |
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