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Mushuad Inny Band Council

Cavis Inlat o Laly-ador ¢ Gasesal Delivany
\7C8) 478 B9275962 Tax $7B.-8935

March 3, 1993

Mr. Clyde Wells

Premier

Province of Newfourdlaad
PO Box 8700
Cenlederetion Building

St. John’s, Nfig
AlB 416 & ; :

Dear Premisr Wells:

. I received on March 1t 2 copy of a lerer dased February 2§, 1993, fi Wa

Secratary to Cabiget for Intergovernmental Affaies to Peser Penashue, L am very sympriscd
znd gngered by the response of Mr. Wey to the eritical human nesds in cur community. 1
hope that this responss went oui without your knowledge or apyroval, and T am sure that you
do rot aceept the arrogance of kis ieply. :

I cannot but help zsk mysclf if yaur government has learned anythuing f20m il the Ua2ady i
my comznity. Has the govamament not understood that the policies of the Newioundland
governmzeat helped to desizoy our people, our self-estcam, our abilily to live our Lves the
way w2 see fit, 1o corlral our own future? The Newfoundland governmen: has to undersiand
that if it iniands 10 orly dea! with 2 immedizte symptoms then it ie saying rhat it intends to
contioue with years of incomperent half-measures which fave wasted yo many of our Hves.

The lsisf from Fred Way states that the joint submission of the Mushuau Innn Council aué
<hz Tnore Nation, Esarinz tre Voi-es: (overn®ienl's Rol¢ in [nny Renesel; 1s "an
inappropriate and unacczptable contex: within which to adcress the probiems at Davis Inlet,*
oz that “it had lirle 10 do with the i:nmediate problems of Davis nlet. ™  — — =

The document pressried to the Governments of Newfoundland and Canads was based on our
holistic seven point plan to heal and renew our community, It 88t out the commitments that
governments had w0 make s¢ Dzt we souid put all elements of our plan inio effect. The
Mudauzt Innt Councll, members of the community and toe Innu Nation, assisted by the
hg;embly of First Nanon spent many hours dctcx_mini.ng what neaded 1o hapgen and this was
the basis for Heavirg the Yo'ses, T8 SEVET DOID Figh 28 3 Whole must be m}:;!_mmwf’ o
we will not Ceal witn the fundamanial issuss, and in 8 few more years tere wll be 2n0tha
crisis.

Mr Way weve that “risolutics of the probiem at Davis Iniet must comne from within the
" I eannat balieve
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2:! he has e arTogancs to uggest thal Esaring the Voicsy is not my pasiton aad that of
CommuRity. That is a dzep insult that I do ot wish to respond 1o,

Tl!’f Plan is a last chance for a &resh start... This plan addressss the immediae
CO$s -~ urgently necded weatment for solveat abusing youth ~ as well as the
real canees of our problem, which we muss address if there is 1o be healing
and renewal. ;

— Chief Katie Rich

Februacy §, 1993

Mr, .Wa}' writes that he same to Davis Inler to "dissuss an approach and g process for
dealing with the immediate ard urgent problems of that community.” That's cxactly what
our document docs, because we racognize thar the izmediate and Urgent problemy kave
underlying causcs thal must be deale with, Mr. Way should teread the document *o
undezstand thaf the plan is both about dealing with the immediate problams and ensuring that
the uaderlying causes will be addressed. We need immediate help for our children angd
families but we also need an upproprias renewal centre 30 that alcohol and Substance abuse
can be addressed in 2 helistic fashion. We nesd immediate impsovement in our water and
sewage but we 2]s0 need 1o ragain our relationship with our land aad resources and 10 gavem
ourselves so thal we will fesl the pride of heing Innu and will no longer want to drown the
. pain of our lives by drinking and gas sniffing. '

Ax we sy in (e document our renswal i¢ 3boul you racognizing our righte. Mr. Way's
response treas U3 ks children. He says he doesn’t approve of our plan for our lives, Your
plans have slmost wiped us out. Thc lezst you can do is suppor: how we want ta heai our
lives,

Me, Wells, the situaticn in Utshimassit has received atteation across Canada and indesd
internationally becausz it is so clearly unaccaptable. It did tot happen overnight. We were 2
proud and independeni people, masters of our land Nitassinan, bur afier vears of interference
by the government of Newfoundland and later Canada and other factors we experienced
aultl breakdowh, Whish uEd i bueh thingd 44 the 4 Yailths prefbzriag pataling
induced death to life. It is impossible 10 cal with the "immediate proolems of Davis Infat
in the manner which Mr. Way wants 1o daal with them.

From your comments both public and private, I understood that you were insisting that
relocation should I ‘e the probiem. We agree, for we ses no purposs in
Eving in complete despair but in new houses with runzing waler, That is why we are
iooking at the urleclying reasons for cultural breakdown, and many of shose causes relate to
the policics of the Newfoundland government. '

Whea will your bureaucrats understand that we are not asking them whather our plan is
. acceptable (o them or rot. Tr doesn’t mattar whether it is sceeptable 10 tham. What martars
is that_we have 1 pilan that wiil work; 2 plan that will renew our people and heal our $pirits
2s well as our bocizs; a plan that we have devzloped and that we kow will lead to healing
ad renewal, :
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ZL};: chwtfoundlznd Sovemment wants to cooperale’in the healing and reaewal of gur

o;;d‘ Px_nt), 2 0eW approach will be needed. To show tzar your government is proceeding in
§. Od faith, [ ask Jou to withdraw Mr. Way's !=uer and to attend the meeting with Minister
Sicdon, Bouchard, 2nd Clark in Utshimassit, and to come prepared 1o make the commitmants
required of the Province to enable healing-and renewal. ' \ -

Mr. Way states thae * > 2 i g¢ in suc reseqted b
fllegal acmii;ies, such a8 removal of Bydro meters in the communiry of Sheshatskiu,” That
1s your policy, not mne. Inmy have been lorced to @k with your government du:i::g
dec.?des of illsgal activiries. This statement appears to de an excuse for the government to
avoid any significant action ar commitment. If your government showed some signs of
addressing the legidmase grievances of tha Inau, 1 suggast that those meters world not be off

in the first place, and the otzar peacedul protests unceraken by the Inau would also not have
been necessary.

Las: year we were about 1o begin building houses at the new site, ard in responsé to this

“dlegal activity” you rhreatened programs iz our community, Perhaps I stould have made

sure those houses were built, perhaps some of the tragedies we have since experienced could

have been avolded. Bo you not sec how prassure Is necessary to get your govemment to

take any action or 1o get it W change any policies? We cither have to take direct action, or
.havc 3 ragedy before we are hoazd. -

Given tha totally unaccepuble response by Mr. Way, we are no longer willing to deal with
((Lhim in any way. We will not allow him :¢ our communiry, and we wili nat aceent

correspandence from him. I would suggest that you remove him from all matrers refalzd to
Utshimaassit, but I do not want to iricrfere in the internal affairs of your govemment,

1 cloving, ones 3gain T am dismaysd gl Mr, Way would dismiss Hraring ths Yaisg
without any consiceration, and I seek vour immedizre assurance that this was done by Mr,
Way without your krowledze ar approval, and thzt you iatend to come o Utshimasst for the
meeting with Ministers to give the required commiltrents on behalf of the government of
Newtoundland, '

Nir,
ORIGINAL SIGNED 8Y

Kate Rich
Chiet

ce. Peter Penashue
Ovide Mereredi

. Ed Raberts
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