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April 29, 2026 - Questions for GNL Affiant1
2

MICHAEL COLLINS:  3
Good morning, everyone.  It's April 29th and4
we're here for the cross-examination of Mark5
Griffin on an affidavit he has submitted.6

7
MR. MARK GRIFFIN, AFFIRMED,8
CROSS-EXAMINED BY MS. JUDITH RAE

9
MICHAEL COLLINS:10

Thank you.  I'm Michael Collins.  I'm here on11
behalf of the Inquiry.  I have no questions for12
you.  I think the first questions will come from13
counsel for the Innu Representative14
Organizations.15

MARK GRIFFIN:16
Thank you.17

JUDITH RAE:18
Okay.  Good morning.  Good to see you again,19
Mark.  And thanks for joining us today.  My name20
is Judith Rae.  I know we've met before, but just21
to reintroduce myself to you and for the22
recording, I work at a law firm called OKT.  We23
jointly represent what the Inquiry calls the Innu24
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Representative Organizations, which are Innu1
Nation and the two First Nations, Sheshatshiu2
First Nation and Mushuau Innu First Nation.  And3
jointly with them, we represent also the Innu4
Roundtable Secretariat.  And so that's what we5
bring forward in the Inquiry.6

7
I'll just be asking you a few questions today8
about your affidavit, which is the affidavit9
dated April 2nd, 2026.  And like I said, it won't10
-- it won't be too long.  So we'll just go11
through a few.12

13
Okay.  So the first one relates to the part that14
starts -- that's called "data provision."  So15
starting at around paragraph 14-15 of the16
affidavit.  Do you have your own copy there?17

MARK GRIFFIN:18
I do, yeah.19

JUDITH RAE:20
Okay.  Great.  Your voice is coming across just21
slightly quiet for me.  I can't turn it up any22
further.  So I don't know if you have any ability23
to turn it up on your end.24

Page 3

MARK GRIFFIN:1
Let's see.  Sorry, I turned off video there.  Can2
you hear me any better now or no?3

JUDITH RAE:4
Yeah, I can.5

MARK GRIFFIN:6
Okay.7

JUDITH RAE:8
Yeah.  That's a lot better.  Okay.  And is my9
volume working okay for you?10

MARK GRIFFIN:11
Perfect on my end, yeah.12

JUDITH RAE:13
Okay.  Great.  Sorry for the technicalities, but14
it's good to get it all sorted.  Okay.  Great.15

16
So in this section of your affidavit, you're just17
talking about the reporting -- the data reporting18
that happened under the protocol.  And I just19
wanted to run through.  So you described there's20
monthly, there's quarterly, and there's annual21
reports.  And you describe how the monthly22
reports are provided by the two zone managers.23

24
Page 4

And I'm just noting, you know, over the years1
since there's been a protocol, there's been, you2
know, some turnover and, you know, occasionally3
vacancies or so on in those zone manager4
positions.5

6
Do you -- do you have information about -- do you7
know about how consistently the reports have been8
provided monthly since the protocol was signed?9

MARK GRIFFIN:10
I don't because that didn't go through quality.11
So like there were -- I know there were a couple12
of occasions where Kimberley Mitchell, for13
example, when I was with quality, when I was the14
director of quality, where she had reached out to15
indicate like she had trouble pulling together16
some information.  So I know the team helped her17
collate some of that data and send it on to her.18

19
But outside of that, we wouldn't know that they20
were missing it, unless either IRT reached out to21
us directly in quality or Kim did.  And usually22
they're -- they went through Kimberley.23

24
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And to your point on, like, Natuashish, yes, that1
has changed over time.  So I had -- to my recall,2
Judith, I don't recall anyone from Natuashish3
reaching out asking for anything, any assistance4
with the monthly reports.5

6
They did sometimes reach out to the (inaudible)7
directly.  So it's possible that happened without8
my knowledge, but I don't think so because9
usually they would have to let me know that data10
is being released prior to that going.11

JUDITH RAE:12
Thanks.  Okay.  Thank you very much.  And same13
question, essentially, for the quarterly reports.14
Can you let us know who compiles that.  You had15
mentioned in your report it adds the children and16
youth who are outside the Innu zones.  And can17
you let us know who provides that?  And do you18
know how often it's actually been provided?19

MARK GRIFFIN:20
The quarterly reports were also done by the zone21
managers.  I don't have the policy or the22
protocol up in front of me, but that was my23
recall.  The annual reports were the ones that24

Page 6

quality was essentially engaged in.1
JUDITH RAE:2

Yeah.  Okay.  And that's fine.  So that brings me3
to the last piece.  So the annual report, so4
that's the one, the office that you've been5
involved in, in quality assurance, as you say, or6
however you guys call it, we'll just call it7
quality, as you did, that that was involved in.8

9
And do you know, has that been provided every10
year?11

MARK GRIFFIN:12
I know it had every year I was there.  So I13
wasn't there last year in '25.  But I was there14
up till '20 -- the end of '24.  And it was15
provided for the years that I was present in that16
position, which would have been '21 to '24, after17
the protocol was implemented.  Those years would18
have been provided, usually in October of the19
year.20

JUDITH RAE:21
Yeah.  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  Okay.  That's,22
that's all I wanted to ask about those.23

24

Page 7

Okay.  My next couple questions are -- okay.1
I'll just get right into them.  So just in --2
just kind of briefly, summarizing your career3
background, so you are frontline social worker4
for a number of years.  And then if I understand5
correctly, moved into some more senior roles6
starting in about 2015, in information services.7

8
And then going on from there, you've been in9
various senior roles, you know, in information10
services, senior policy analyst, quality11
management auditor, director of the quality12
performance improvement unit, and then took13
another role.  And then now you're in the role as14
ADM.15

MARK GRIFFIN:16
Correct.  Yeah.17

JUDITH RAE:18
Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  So I want to ask a19
couple questions about the part of your affidavit20
that starts on page 3, where it says "move away21
from supportive services."22

MARK GRIFFIN:23
Yeah.  I'm there now.24

Page 8

JUDITH RAE:1
Pardon?2

MARK GRIFFIN:3
I'm at that page now.  Yeah.4

JUDITH RAE:5
Okay.  Great.  And just where you're speaking6
about the decision to change the provincial7
legislation, you know, back in 2010-2011, the Act8
that came into force in 2011.  And, you know, to9
get rid of what had been section 16 in the older10
legislation, and what had been known as the11
family services program kind of related to that.12

13
And just to be, you know, extra clear, I take it14
you weren't part of those decisions at the time15
that they were made?16

MARK GRIFFIN:17
No, absolutely not.  I would have been a school18
social worker at the time as a frontline child19
protection worker.  So no one asked me my opinion20
at that time, whether or not I thought that was a21
good idea or not.22

JUDITH RAE:23
Totally fair.  Okay.  And I take it also, you're24
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not putting yourself forward as an expert or1
something in the topic.  You're just speaking2
from your experience in your job.3

MARK GRIFFIN:4
Correct.5

JUDITH RAE:6
Okay.  So when you're talking about kind of on7
the -- it's particularly paragraph 29, for8
example, you say kind of what the intention was9
of the changes.10

11
Can you just elaborate a bit on what that's based12
on when you say what the intention was, to your13
knowledge?14

MARK GRIFFIN:15
Yes.  So I think as I mentioned in the affidavit16
that -- you can still hear me okay, right?17

JUDITH RAE:18
Yes.19

MARK GRIFFIN:20
Yeah, I think what I mentioned in the affidavit21
was that part of that decision was based on my22
reviewing documents from the time about why that23
came together.  And just from my knowledge of24
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being in senior positions later when that topic1
was discussed.  But my understanding at that2
time, and currently, I guess, based on what I've3
read, and what I've been told in consultation4
with the policy programs branch, and the CYS5
branch, is that that was intended to close the6
gap because we weren't getting core child7
protection assessment tools completed.  Like,8
there was a significant gap in the number of risk9
assessments completed, the number of safety10
assessments completed, just in making sure that11
children that were -- where there was an12
allegation of risk were being seen and being --13
the concerns were being addressed in a timely14
manner.  Like, that was an ongoing concern for15
child protection services at the time.16

17
I did practice under that model.  So I do recall18
from working, as I mentioned, I was a Bishop19
Field social worker at the time.  I had both20
supportive services files and protection files.21
And I will say, like, even from a practice22
perspective as a frontline social worker, it was23
difficult sometimes to navigate that because24

Page 11

families who had supportive services, they were1
often great advocates for their children.  Had a2
lot of meetings with families where there was no3
risk identified.  And then, because they were4
such advocates, and because they reach out so5
often, families that were actually were at risk,6
often weren't reaching out to you, you had to go7
out to them as referrals were coming in.  So it8
made it difficult from a practice perspective9
about being able to time manage what client you10
would see first.11

12
And typically, the risk would be the ones you13
should see first, because they're the ones that14
are alleging there's risk in the family.  But it15
did make it difficult from a time management16
perspective for frontline social workers.17

18
But that is my understanding about why I moved19
away from and moved back to core protection20
mandate was because of the issues we were having21
with meeting that mandate, as it was for child22
protection with supportive services attached to23
it.24

Page 12

I don't know if I fully answered your question,1
Judith.  So if you need me to add anything else,2
please let me know.3

JUDITH RAE:4
Yeah.  And from what -- so if I hear what you're5
saying about your experience on the frontline,6
and then kind of joining that with what you heard7
in your later job about having the time -- the8
time to do both.9

MARK GRIFFIN:10
Yes, yes.  That was a real -- that was a real11
issue for frontline social workers at the time.12
And yeah, that is my concern, basically, going13
forward, if we were to get added back, because14
even though we have done better at doing our risk15
assessments, doing our core protection mandate at16
getting those tools done, the concern would be --17
right now, for example, we struggle with getting18
adoptions completed, getting kinship homes19
assessed, getting foster homes approved.  Because20
of the issue we have recruitment and retention21
with staffing across the province, some areas are22
better than others.23

24
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But if we were to add that mandate back, I don't1
think that would increase our ability to recruit2
and retain.  I think it would make a strain on an3
already difficult workforce, which I think I4
mentioned in the affidavit.5

JUDITH RAE:6
Okay.  Thanks.  And just to just go back to kind7
of what your comments on it are based on, it8
sounds like it's a combination of your kind of9
experience on the frontline, and then what you10
read and heard in your later jobs.11

MARK GRIFFIN:12
That's correct.  Yeah.13

JUDITH RAE:14
Okay.  Okay.  Part of what you talk about in that15
same section is some activities that the province16
still does that, say, paragraph 28, where you17
describe some activities the province still does,18
or makes available that you describe as tertiary19
prevention.  So you mentioned in that paragraph,20
some things such as babysitting, childcare, you21
know, transportation, respite, and so on in that22
paragraph.  And just have a couple questions23
about that.24

Page 14

So are these things where the province employs1
staff and runs a program like a day camp or2
babysitting?  Or where, you know, a family that's3
eligible can have certain costs reimbursed if4
they participate in an activity that exists, and5
there's a cost to it?6

MARK GRIFFIN:7
Yeah, usually --8

JUDITH RAE:9
Is that clear?10

MARK GRIFFIN:11
It is, yeah.  Usually a letter, Judith, that we12
give them funding to do that.  So like for13
babysitting, for example, if a family needs14
babysitting, and it's assessed that it needs to15
be approved, the family would typically find the16
babysitter, get the costs associated with that,17
and we would either reimburse them or pay the18
babysitter directly, and/or the parent, depending19
on the -- or foster parent or kinship provider,20
whoever it may be, reimburse them to reimburse21
the babysitting.22

23
Childcare is a bit of a different one, because24
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that's -- at the time when I practiced was with1
the department.  We've since moved over to2
education.  So like we would refer out to that,3
that to say the families are in need of4
childcare, and that we are supporting them5
because of a protection need.  That would go then6
to the Department of Education and Early7
Childhood Development.8

9
But the other things mentioned there are things10
that we would generally approve at the11
department.  But obviously, there's a lot of12
other prevention -- early intervention services13
that we don't provide as a department, that we14
would refer out to, say, Mental Health and15
Addictions or any other programs.  Or like16
housing issues, people are saying they're17
struggling with housing, we refer that to LHC or18
Community Housing.19

20
So some of those programs would be offered by21
other departments.  And as a case manager, we'd22
be responsible as a social worker to refer them23
out to the appropriate service.24

Page 16

So some of them we do provide, like I said, like1
babysitting or expense reimbursement, but direct2
provision of services, like for the bigger3
prevention or intervention services are generally4
from other departments across government.5

JUDITH RAE:6
Yes, okay.  You're speaking a little fast, right,7
which is okay, that's just your way.  But I think8
I got it.  And if I can just clarify, are there9
any in which the province provides it -- provides10
the service as a direct service, so to speak,11
versus, say, reimbursing an eligible expense?12

MARK GRIFFIN:13
As a tertiary prevention?14

JUDITH RAE:15
Yeah.16

MARK GRIFFIN:17
That would generally be outside of what that18
would be.  Like safety planning, for example,19
like that would be, if you go out to the home,20
there's an allegation, there's concerns that if21
you leave that home, that the parents don't have22
a plan to address that allegation.  And you23
verified it with interviewing the children, all24

ICCI Exhibit P-460 Page 13



April 29, 2026        Questions for GNL Affiant (Mark Griffin) Page 17 to 20 

6 of 16 sheets ELITE TRANSCRIPTION   (709) 368-2911

Page 17

those pieces of your assessment that you would1
do, I'm trying to talk slower, that the -- they2
would provide that tangible service that you3
would agree with the family, you would come up4
with the safety plan and put that in place.5

6
Same with, like, family-centred action planning,7
you're supposed to meet with the family and have8
those conversations about how any family, even9
when there's risk involved, or when there's been10
maltreatment identified, they still have11
instances where they've been protective as well.12
So you should work with the family to determine13
what way they think the concerns could be14
mitigated and implement family-centred action15
plans or safety plans through that route.16

17
Some of that involves referring out to services,18
some of that involves taking in other family19
members to help support the plan.  But those20
would be the examples of direct service.21

22
Outside of that, the majority of our services23
that we require families to engage in are outside24

Page 18

of the department.1
JUDITH RAE:2

Okay.  Okay.  So other than the safety planning3
and the family-centred action planning, it4
depends on the service existing somewhere else.5

MARK GRIFFIN:6
Correct.7

JUDITH RAE:8
Got it.  Okay.  And can you run me through who9
those services are available to?  Is it -- I10
mean, I would guess that they're available to11
children who are in care?12

MARK GRIFFIN:13
No.  Like what I'm -- what I'm referring to is --14
well, is the -15

JUDITH RAE:16
Yeah.17

MARK GRIFFIN:18
- like families where children are still19
remaining at home.  If we are trying to keep the20
children at home, we'd refer out to services like21
Department of Health for mental health and22
addictions, for example, is a common one that we23
would refer out to, or just counselling in24

Page 19

general.  If the -- -if the family is struggling1
with mental health issues or intimate partner2
violence, like we have programs that we'd refer3
out to, to there.4

5
We have some internal counsellors, but it's --6
it's a -- there's not a lot of them.  So like if7
there's some -- one in Marystown, the rest are8
essentially Metro heavy.  So we have some of9
those that we have in our own department, but for10
the vast majority of the province, we do have to11
refer out to other programs and services, usually12
through Health and Community Services or the13
health authority.14

JUDITH RAE:15
Okay.  And when you say "in care" and "other16
families," the other families, is that families17
who are on the protection intervention program18
caseload?19

MARK GRIFFIN:20
Yes, exactly.21

JUDITH RAE:22
Okay.23

24
Page 20

MARK GRIFFIN:1
And we would do the same for children in care, to2
be fair.  Like, there's no other -- I think3
sometimes there's a misconception that once a4
child comes into care -- it's certainly a5
misconception from the health authority that once6
a child comes into care, there's a grand suite of7
services that are available to them.8

9
That's not necessarily the case.  They might have10
residential services as in a place to live and a11
residential service provider meeting daily care12
needs.  But we don't have any other services that13
come online once a child comes into care.  It's14
just that we're the de facto parent once we get15
continuous custody.  So there's a different push,16
but it's the same services for both families in17
care and families at home in the protective18
intervention program.19

JUDITH RAE:20
Okay.  Okay.  I hear that.  And then, so the --21
and the families that are on the protection22
intervention program or that are in care, just to23
say, state the obvious.  So those are families24
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that have been assessed by child protection and1
the -- I'll try to phrase this right.  The -- you2
know, the assessment has been that that child is3
in need of protective intervention within the4
meaning of the legislation?5

MARK GRIFFIN:6
For families in care?  For children in care?7

JUDITH RAE:8
And the PIP or the protection intervention9
program, how do -- how do families get on that10
list?11

MARK GRIFFIN:12
Oh, yes.  Sorry.  Yeah.  So it would be that13
there would have to be an allegation from the14
community that there is a risk or a particular15
type of maltreatment on the legislation to your16
point.  And you can become involved with PIP17
without being in need of protective intervention18
because you're determining the need for19
protective intervention, but the allegation would20
have to meet the criteria and the legislation in21
order to be screened in or screened out.22

23
So with screened in you're assessing, do they24

Page 22

need protective intervention?  If they don't, at1
the end of that 30-day investigation, you close2
the file.  If they do then yes, to your point,3
you would increase the -- you would, rather, stay4
involved in the long-term protective intervention5
file.6

7
Outside of that, if the family can't mitigate the8
issues in the home, and you've tried, you've made9
an effort, you've tried safety planning, you've10
tried FCAPs, or family-centred action plans, like11
I mentioned earlier, and the risks still can't be12
mitigated, then the next step would be for the13
child to have an out-of-home placement.14

15
It doesn't necessarily mean in care.  It could16
mean kinship.  It could mean a temporary17
arrangement with an auntie or uncle, grandparent.18
But those, yeah, that's the general route that19
people become involved through the system and20
move through those program areas.21

JUDITH RAE:22
Okay.  Thanks.  And so they're involved with23
child protection services in some way?24

Page 23

MARK GRIFFIN:1
Correct.2

JUDITH RAE:3
Yeah.  Okay.  And just to be clear about it,4
those services that you described in your5
affidavit or that are -- you know, that the6
province provides through child protection or,7
you know, can support or approve through child8
protection, they're not available to a wider set9
of families in the -- in the wider community,10
families who aren't involved with child11
protection services.12

MARK GRIFFIN:13
Our internal ones.  So the ones on, like,14
physician expenses, infant safety, or15
transitional support wouldn't be unless you're16
involved with us.  But like the general services17
that we refer out to, say if they needed mental18
health and addictions counselling, they would be19
available to the general public.  It's just a20
different route for referral.  They can21
self-refer or get a physician to refer them.  We22
refer them once we become involved and we see23
that as the next course of action to mitigate the24

Page 24

protection concerns.1
2

So it's a yes and no.  So there are some where,3
yes, they would only become involved with us,4
like FCAP or safety plan, would only be offered5
to families where there's risk identified, and6
other services such as ones that we refer out to7
through Early Childhood Education or Health and8
Community Services, would (phonetic) be9
available, generally speaking, to other families10
if they were referred through another method, may11
not need to be through SSWB.12

JUDITH RAE:13
Right.  Okay.  So let me try to clarify or make14
sure I understand what you are saying.  There re15
services, say, through health, you know, like16
through Mental Health and Addictions, through the17
health authority that would be available to18
anyone.  And, you know, you could refer anyone to19
them or they -- you know what I mean?  The access20
isn't determined by your department's rules.21

MARK GRIFFIN:22
Correct.  Yes.23

24
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JUDITH RAE:1
Okay.  And then there are services that are more2
specific to your department.  And those would3
depend on the family being screened in, as you4
say.5

MARK GRIFFIN:6
Exactly, right, yes.  Like, our family services7
counsellors, for example, the general public8
can't refer to those.  You would have to be9
involved with child protection to go through10
those.  Same with our behaviour management11
specialists.  But there are equivalent programs12
across government that we still rely on.  Even13
with our counsellors and with our BMSs, we don't14
have enough to fulfill that mandate for the full15
province, so we would refer out to those.  And16
the general public could also refer out to BMS17
services or CMS services, whatever they're called18
in the health authority, and counselling.  So19
yes, it would be both.20

JUDITH RAE:21
And the ones listed in paragraph 28, like22
babysitting, child care, respite, behavioural23
aid, are those ones that apply or may apply if a24

Page 26

family is screened in?1
MARK GRIFFIN:2

Yes.  Yeah.3
JUDITH RAE:4

Okay.5
MARK GRIFFIN:6

Now they can also apply for child care or7
behavioural aids outside.  So, like, if someone8
is in need because of a expense issue, if they9
can't afford the expense of child care and they10
need it they can still go through the Department11
of Education on their own and refer to that.12
Same with behavioural aids through the health13
authority, if the -- if their child needs that14
you don't need to be involved with child15
protection to seek out a behavioural aid.  But16
for us to refer out, yes, you would have to have17
some kind of risk identified.18

JUDITH RAE:19
Okay.  The term you use in this affidavit for20
those things, tertiary prevention, does the21
Province have an official definition of that?  Is22
that something that you see used in policies or23
the legislation to your knowledge, or is there24

Page 27

some definition of it that you're aware of1
elsewhere?2

MARK GRIFFIN:3
We don't have it in legislation.  I don't -- it's4
not in the policy manual.  The way we would5
generally qualify it or define it is prevention6
after maltreatment or risk has already been7
identified.8

9
So we can stay involved with families where10
direct maltreatment is not identified, but11
they're at high risk.  We can stay involved with12
them and refer out to services.  And same with13
families where there is maltreatment identified.14
So we work with them to mitigate the immediate15
risk.16

17
But essentially, what a tertiary prevention means18
to me and how it's been operationalized, at19
least, again, not formally within the20
departmental -- it's not defined departmentally21
is to stop maltreatment from occurring again,22
once it has occurred.23

24
Page 28

Because that other -- without getting some kind1
of allegation from the community about what kind2
of maltreatment is occurring in the community,3
it's difficult for us to engage with families4
prior to that -- difficult to identify.  I think,5
generally speaking, families who are at risk of6
becoming a family where maltreatment is present,7
outside of ones where maltreatment has already8
occurred, if that makes sense.9

JUDITH RAE:10
Yes, I think it does.  Because from what I11
understand you're saying, and correct me here, by12
the -- for what these -- for these services to13
apply through SSWB, you know, what we now call --14
I'll just call it -- or I'll call it child15
protection, you know, what it has been called16
over the different years, by definition, some17
kind of maltreatment or referral would have to18
have occurred.  The family's been screened in and19
child protection is involved.  So you're not --20
it's not in a position to prevent maltreatment in21
the first place or prevent child protection22
involvement in the first place.23

24
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MARK GRIFFIN:1
You have it.  Yeah.2

JUDITH RAE:3
Okay.  I want to open up another document and4
I'll put it on the screen.  So it's an affidavit5
from Germaine Benuen from the year 2020.  And6
it's already an exhibit in the Inquiry.  So I'll7
put it up here.  Let me just adjust my screen for8
a minute here.  And then --9

MARK GRIFFIN:10
Just for your knowledge, Judith, I do have a11
copy.  So if you would want to refer to the12
paragraph, I don't mind looking at mine either.13

JUDITH RAE:14
Okay.  Sure.  That's -- that sounds good.  You15
know what?  I've got it up, so I'll just do this16
anyway, but.17

MARK GRIFFIN:18
Okay.19

JUDITH RAE:20
So we're not going to, like, go through the whole21
thing, but I just want to -- I'm going to refer22
you to just a couple of pieces.  So -- okay.  So23
just by way of introduction, so -- you know, I'll24

Page 30

turn over to the part that I'm going to look at1
here, which is starting at -- oh, sorry, it gets2
into the exhibits real fast.  Starting at3
paragraph 52.  And so what this section is about4
is the Innu efforts to access prevention funding.5
So first it kind of goes through some of the6
earlier history of that, and then some of the7
later history of that in 2019, 2020.  And I'm8
just turning here down to paragraph 52.9

10
So -- and I'm just going to go back to my notes11
for a second.  So what -- Germaine Benuen had12
said that in those years, 2019, 2020, the Innu13
faced obstacles in accessing federal prevention14
funding.15

16
I mean, first question, were you involved in that17
process in terms of interacting with the Innu on18
their effort to access federal prevention19
funding?20

MARK GRIFFIN:21
I was not, no.22

JUDITH RAE:23
Okay.  I didn't think so.  That's fine.  One of24

Page 31

the obstacles, as Germaine Benuen describes it,1
that the Innu faced at that time is that the2
federal government said they had to be delegated3
as an agency from the province in order to4
receive the federal funding.  And Germaine5
describes asking the province to do that.  And6
paragraph 52 describes their response, which I'll7
just read aloud for the sake of the transcript8
too, it's a bit easier.9

10
"In the spring of 2019, we approached the11
Province of Newfoundland and Labrador about12
becoming an agency specifically for prevention13
services.  Their response was that they welcomed14
our prevention work, but had no formal role in15
authorizing or approving of that kind of work as16
an agency or otherwise.  It is outside of their17
legislation."18

19
And I'm just going to turn to one more paragraph,20
and then I have a question, but.  So I'm looking21
now, they -- she talks a little bit more about22
this as well at paragraph 61.  And where she says23
that, "IRT Secretariat has consistently explained24

Page 32

to Canada it cannot be a provincially delegated1
prevention services agency, because the Province2
does not provide or regulate provision of3
prevention services.  The Province confirmed to4
ISC directly its inability to designate, approve,5
delegate, et cetera, any agency for prevention6
purposes, and did so on more than one occasion.7
The Province has informed us and Canada that its8
position is that because it has no legislative9
mandate or authority to provide or regulate10
prevention services, it also cannot delegate,11
designate or approve, et cetera, an agency for12
prevention services."13

14
Okay.  That's the evidence I wanted to just bring15
up.  And my questions for you are -- they're16
quite simple, actually.  Do you -- do you have17
any knowledge yourself suggesting that provincial18
officials acted differently than how Germaine19
Benuen described it?20

MARK GRIFFIN:21
I don't, but I don't have information to say they22
did either.  I just wasn't involved at the time.23
I think Joanne Cotter would have led that at the24
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time, but I don't know.  I wasn't privy to1
conversations.2

JUDITH RAE:3
Fair enough.  And given that you're describing4
some of what you call tertiary prevention5
services right now, can you help me understand,6
you know, do you think the Province -- how do you7
merge those two things?  The Province, you8
know -- let me phrase this differently.  I had it9
phrased one way in my notes and I'm trying to10
change it, but I think it's not going to work.11
So I'm going to rephrase that again.12

13
Do you think it's incorrect that the Province14
does not do prevention services?  You're saying15
they do a certain type of prevention service.  Or16
is it just a question of language?  Do you have a17
way to explain these differences?  They were --18
they were saying for the evidences that they said19
that they don't do prevention.20

MARK GRIFFIN:21
Again, I think it depends on, like, the22
definition of prevention.  So, like, in child23
welfare, typically, I think there's a idea of24

Page 34

primary prevention, secondary prevention and1
tertiary prevention.  And primary would be about2
those public health things, like putting babies3
on their backs to sleep for keeping children from4
dying of SIDS, for example.  And like, secondary5
prevention might be families where they get6
engaged in programming when they're -- they have7
issues with child's behaviours, for example, or8
there's intimate partner violence.  Like, Voices9
of Incredible Children Everywhere is one example10
I think of.  Or Strengthening Families, like that11
would be considered secondary prevention.12

13
So I don't think the province as a whole has,14
gotten rid of what I would think of as primary or15
secondary prevention, because those services16
exist but they're not directly tied to child17
welfare or to this department, if I'm explaining18
that correctly.19

JUDITH RAE:20
Yeah.21

MARK GRIFFIN:22
It becomes tertiary once we get it because the23
maltreatment has already occurred.  But there are24

Page 35

certainly -- the same with parents getting1
involved in mental health and addictions2
counselling before their mental health or3
addictions leads to them maltreating their child.4
That service exists, but it's not within this5
department or relegated under prevention services6
as child welfare.7

8
But that is what I would consider to be secondary9
prevention before abuse has been assessed and10
verified.  Once it is, they're the same services.11
We refer back to the same services.  They're just12
not called prevention or early intervention13
services.  But we do use them again, even when14
the maltreatment is identified.15

16
So we would still refer out to counselling or to17
Strengthening Families, those kinds of services.18
It's just that the maltreatment has already been19
identified and we're working to stop that from20
happening again.21

JUDITH RAE:22
Okay.  Thanks.  And if I may, you're -- no, I'm23
going to leave it there.  That's fine.  Hard to24

Page 36

rephrase these things.1
2

Okay.  I'll move on to just one last topic, which3
is very brief, page 32 -- sorry, paragraph 32.4
You mention a policy called the Financial5
Services for Families, Moderate and Intensive6
In-Home Services Policy, from just last year,7
fairly new.8

9
Is that something that you or your colleagues at10
the Province could provide.11

MARK GRIFFIN:12
The policy?  For sure.13

JUDITH RAE:14
Yes.15

MARK GRIFFIN:16
Yes.  If you want me to send that on to this17
group afterward, not a problem.  I'll get that18
and send it off.19

JUDITH RAE:20
Okay.  Thank you.  Those are all my questions.21

MARK GRIFFIN:22
Thank you, Judith.23

24
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JUDITH RAE:1
Thanks, Mark.2

MICHAEL COLLINS:3
Any questions from Canada?4

VICTOR RYAN:5
Hi, good morning.  No questions.  Thank you very6
much.7

MARK GRIFFIN:8
Thank you.9

MICHAEL COLLINS:10
And the Province?11

CATHERINE BOYDE, K.C.:12
No, we don't have any questions.  Thank you very13
much.14

MICHAEL COLLINS:15
And nor do I.  Thank you, Mark.16
Thank you, everyone.  Enjoy your day.17

MARK GRIFFIN:18
Thank you, Michael.19

VICTOR RYAN:20
Have a good day.21

JUDITH RAE:22
Thanks very much, everyone.23

(Conclusion of questions for GNL Affiant.)24
1
2
3
4

C E R T I F I C A T E5
6
7

I, Beverly Guest, of Elite Transcription, of8
St. John's, in the Province of Newfoundland9
and Labrador, hereby certify that the10
foregoing pages, numbered 1 to 37, dated11
April 29, 2026, are a true and correct12
transcript of the proceedings which has been13
transcribed by me to the best of my14
knowledge, skill and ability.15

16
17
18

                 Certified By:19
20

                 ______________________21
                 Beverly Guest

22
23
24
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