|ICC-9466 |ICCI Exhibit P-471 Page 1

91/1642805 16:29 6616278 INDIAN & NORTHERN AF PAGE ©6/12

OCT _098 2894 29:28 FR CHRC~CCDP 613 941 6810 TO 953454]

Mushuau lnny, )& \

M .
Mushuau lomu First Natlon ‘ 3 @ P, Bax 107 = Davis Inlec » Labrador, N
AOP 1A0 '

Phane: (709) 478- mmnmm Fax: (709) €73-8934

¢

Augusi 16, 2004

Mary Gusella
Chiefcummiuiow

Ripn Commission
344 Slnlr Strze, 8

Ottawa, Ontarie
KI1A 1E1

By FAX: 613-996.-9661
RE:  The Mushuan Jnnu of Labrador

Over the past ten years the Human Rights Commission has actively considered questions of
diseriminarion against the Innu through the policies of Canada and Newfoundland and Labrador.
Unfortunately, discrimination continues albeit under a new set of circumstances.

The 2002 Repar of the Canadiar Human Rights Cmmusiounn'!‘hc‘fmun:ufmelnmof
Labrader noted that

*..\niess he Government acts to ensure thal the Innu ara able 1o take responsibllity for their cwn
affairs and are sble ko move to selfgovernment, Canada is at risk of violating s intsratonal
obligations ynder the /nfemationsl Covenant on Civil and Pallfice/ Rights and the Infernatians/
Covenant on Soeisl, Economiz and Cullural Rights, and of aeting inconsistently with the Draft
Deciaration on the Rights of Indigencus Peoples. Furtharmare, in dealing with the chidran of the
Innu communitiea of Davis Inigt and Sheehatshiu, Canada is under an obligation under the
Convention on the Rights of (ha Child © have the well-baing and bast intenests of the children as a

prifnaty conslderation.”

While the federal gavernment has allocared a significant resources toward addressing  the
siruation of the Innu, it has failed to substantively change its approach or because of that, our
situsdon. The Innu have pursed Indian Act registration, reserve creation, relocation, program
devolution, and healing investments in order to end the many years of discriminatory treatment
that successive governments had dealt the Inau. Yer, the federal government has since
implemented a string of unconscionable decisions thet while creating & new set of circumstances.
have continued tha: discrinipation.

Withour the consent of the Innu nor with the loterests of the [nnu ar Innw children in mind, the
federal government has consistently chosen to continue jnadequate service delivery through
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provingial agencies, These actions were taken without regard for the quality and adequacy of
mmmammmmwmm:mummm

levels lower than others and despits the clear statements of the CHRC, the fideral government
mnﬂummmmmﬁcmmww'mm“mdmchﬂm

mmmmmwmmmaummwmwm
Comprehensive Healing Strategy. The Labrador Innu Comprehensive Healing Strstagy
(“Hnﬁnz&mn')wummmudwhiﬁaﬂmmﬁnoﬂmwm

auwmmwwmummﬂdmcmm
the Solicitor-General. The Healing Strategy was initiated in response to the worsening crisis of
mmmm:ﬂmm&nﬁﬁhﬂumﬂmabﬂﬁmﬂsm
and Sheshatshiu. mmmmmmnummmqm
Mmmmmmudmmmﬂmm
community poliving. The federal cabinet approved the healing szategy in June 2001 and
provided funding for three years.

MWﬂnmﬁMdﬂ'ﬂmwﬂdb:mwtdpmwmpmmmhnf
mmm««w&mmdmwiﬁ an overal| assessment of ongaing relevance
mdnm.mb'nnmgmdm@dmmdehnﬂmmhdofmhﬁmm
aﬂnﬂniniﬁdthnm.ﬂmmluofﬂummuﬂmtohmﬂﬁﬂh&m
nbinﬂin!m!b&nthﬂuhbﬁmu]ﬂdmmimﬂulwnlofﬁmﬁuﬁrﬁuwams.

mmmhummmmhwmwhmmmﬁpu
Wﬂwwmmmﬂmawwmmmmm
avﬂuﬂmfarmampmhumm

uﬁwm&pmdwem&nwpmuﬂpwnhmﬁammud
ﬂuﬂmmmdﬂuﬁduﬂwmmdﬂuwu to continue the Heuling
Suategy. Eﬁshﬂhﬁmdmmzemﬁmﬁswﬁ!mﬁmualamum&ofﬁhh
with the Mushuau Innu people and children. Axnd it will conmibute to further social
disimegration of the Muskman Innu society.

In our minds this a new viclation of our righis. Discrimination in level and scope of services and
hekufmmhﬂhﬁolmmxhdecidmﬁneﬂeau.wnﬁm- Because we are the
mwummmuumnmmwmmmmmmn
h:kdﬁthﬁcmﬁmwdmlmuﬁm We believe that the Canadian Charter
dmwmmw;amthmonmmm“mmﬁm,m
address this mamer in the appropriate forum. To make matters worse, there are no firm plans or
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. ﬁmmbhforﬁychnueshﬁissimﬁonmdinmmmmm refuses 1o
take responsibility for services meeting minimum service standards that spply o everyone clse.

The past few manths has seen our community pay the price for thase discrimimatory decisions.
mﬁﬂmmmmmmﬁnmmmkﬁuwnﬁﬁ. Such actions are

insmicablylinkedtaﬁeibysnulquﬂfuofurﬁuemdminmnemmiq;wmchisso
clearly linked to the ongoing discrimination by federal officials.

Ouwr pleas for change have fallen on deaf ears. A Human Rights investigation into the
disagminmryeﬁecﬂcﬂhz&dmlgovmnun's hmnguhappﬁuwtrmuu Ioou
hinzabouﬂhewﬂunpuswlmgnvmmtmadadfo:usmpmgm.- you
;:i'omnqumummipﬁmsmmmﬁon Please know that I, the Council, and

ou:commmity,mwmmgnndahletnassistinuywpoumle.

Sincerely
w-@t—n

Simon Pokue
Chief )
Mushuau Innu First Nation

cc Minjster Andy Scott
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